
A New Start 
A WORD FROM SUPERINTENDENT GRANTHAM

This is the beginning of a new year. It is a time when we can turn
over a new leaf, start a new habit, lay aside an old attitude or
begin a new discipline.

Symbolically and realistically, this can be a good way to improve
your life and the lives of those around you. This can lead to better
health, reconciliation with friends and relatives and more peace in
your life.

I am working on better eating and exercise habits. The last year
these have gone lacking. I know this change will bring out a better
me, make me feel better, help me think better and be happier.  

This brings me to a point that needs to be made. Making changes
is important. To remain the same is to stagnate. To make a change
successful, there needs to be the promise of a better future.
Change can be hard but the promise of a pay off makes it worth
the effort.

Remember, we believe the Holy Spirit is present with us to make
the changes we need to make.

Bless you as you seek to change.
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On Sunday, January 8, 2023, the South Georgia Conference will
host a celebration service and reception for South Georgia’s
returning episcopal leader, Bishop David Graves. It will be held at
4 p.m. at Mulberry Street United Methodist Church in Macon.

The special service is a time for our Annual Conference to gather
for worship and to welcome back Bishop Graves and Mrs. Nancy
Graves and to give thanks for his assignment to the South Georgia
Conference.

read more here 

Celebration Service and Reception 
for Bishop David Graves Set for Jan. 8

Bishop David Graves, episcopal leader of the South
Georgia Annual Conference, in accordance with ¶603.5 of
the 2016 United Methodist Book of Discipline, calls for a

special session of the annual conference on Sunday, May
21, 2023. The meeting will begin at 4 pm using the Zoom
Webinar platform in conjunction with an online voting

system.
The sole purpose of the special called session of the
Annual Conference* is to complete the process of

ratifying the current requests for disaffiliation of local
churches who have met the requirements outlined in
¶2553 of the Book of Discipline and who have met the

published South Georgia Conference deadlines. 
 

The special session will consider only matters pertaining
to this call; no other 

business can be considered.
 

Bishop Graves Calls for 
Special Annual Conference Session

read more here 

Disaffiliation Information
The Bishop, Cabinet, Conference Staff, Conference Chancellor,
and the Conference Trustees have worked together
to develop a timeline around disaffiliations to help guide local
churches.

read more here 

With disaffiliation being a topic of concern for some of our
local churches, the Cabinet and other leaders worked together
to put together a helpful document entitled, "Potential Benefits,
Challenges, and Unintended Consequences for Clergy and
Local Churches Considering Disaffiliating."

click here to read the document

United Methodists to Meet in
Charlotte for Worldwide Conference

The Commission on the General Conference
announced that the 2024 United Methodist
General Conference will be held April 23 –
May 3, 2024, at Charlotte Convention Center in
Charlotte, North Carolina. “The Commission
selected Charlotte as the site that best met our
varied needs. We believe that delegates and
attendees will be pleased with all the city has
to offer,” said Kim Simpson, Chair of the
Commission on the General Conference.
“Charlotte is a part of the Western North
Carolina Annual Conference – but due to the
shorter timeframe for planning, both the
Western North Carolina Conference and the
North Carolina Annual Conference will co-
host the event.”

read more here 
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THE TOP NEWSLETTER 

The South Georgia Conference Council on Finance

& Administration is pleased to announce the new

Director of Administration and Treasurer for the

South Georgia Annual Conference. Mrs. Suzanne

Jones will begin her service to the conference on

January 1, 2023. 

Jones is currently the Director of Administration and

Treasurer for the Alabama-West Florida Conference.

She will continue working for Alabama-West Florida

while also giving financial leadership to the South

Georgia Conference as part of a contractual

agreement. 

The Rev. Dr. Derek McAleer has been awarded
the United Methodist Church’s highest
evangelism honor, the Harry Denman

Evangelism Award. 
 

The Harry Denman Evangelism Award program
honors United Methodists in each annual
conference whose exceptional ministry of

evangelism – expressed in Word (what), Sign
(why), and Deed (how) – brings people into a life

transforming relationship with Jesus Christ. 

read more here 

Derek McAleer Receives
 2022 Denman Evangelism Award

The Rev. Dr. Shane Green, chair of South

Georgia’s Conference Council on Finance &

Administration, is excited about the possibilities

of contracting with Alabama-West Florida.

“Suzanne is very competent and already familiar

with the finances of an annual conference and

what operational measures are needed,” said Dr.

Green. “She is well respected by those in

Alabama-West Florida because of her work

effectiveness and non-anxious spirit, which will

be welcomed by South Georgia.”

Suzanne Jones Named New
Conference Director of Administration

 read more here 

 
 

  Sign up at www.gumf.org/stay-
connected to have the latest news

delivered right to your inbox.  
                                                                                                   
To learn more about GUMF’s faith-based
financial solutions for investing, lending,
training, and planned giving, please call

770-449-6726 or 478-256-7130 
(South Georgia) or email info@gumf.org.

www.gumf.org

Georgia United 
Methodist Newsletter
Check out the latest news at 
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 more info here 

 register here 

donate here 

Vol. 01234

Epworth by the Sea
St. Simons Island Storyteller Festival

February 17 - 19, 2023

EVENTS
& NEWS 

Youth Ministry Conference 
Epworth By The Sea, St. Simons Island, GA 

February 2 - 3, 2023

Vineville House, which is home to four

men at Wesley Glen Ministries, had pipes

burst in the freezing weather. A

wonderful crew of volunteers helped us

to begin the clean-up. The damage to the

home is significant. Your donations are

needed even more, now that we are

facing renovations to this home, and

replacing personal items that were lost in

the flood of water. Already, a generous

donor has offered to match the first

$1,000 dollars we raise. 

Thank you so much for remembering

 Wesley Glen. 
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This Christmas, Pittman Park partnered with The Chapel Online to share the Gospel and offer hope to a
family of orphans in Uganda. Through Anne Bosarge and The Chapel Online, Pittman Park was introduced
to a remarkable family in Mityana, Uganda. The six family members are Wilson, age 5, Derrick, age 7, Kevin,
age 8, Enock, age 10, Edith, age 12 and Frank, age 20. They have been orphaned since 2018, when Frank was
16 and Wilson was just 1. Frank has kept the family together for the past four years, despite being homeless

and struggling to make ends meet.
In 2020, Frank began participating in the Chapel Online community, and the community was able to help
them secure sponsorship through Compassion International so that the children could all attend school.

Frank is at the top of his class at a trade school and is on track to become a certified electrician next year.
Currently, they are living in a three-room home with a friend of their mother's named Suzan, but the
arrangement is not working very well. Suzan was able to give them some family land, and now, with

financial support from Pittman Park, this family has been able to build a house of their own. 
Bosarge says, "I approached Jonathan after being part of Pittman Park's onboarding and hearing your heart
for getting back into international missions. Frank and I had been praying about how to get a house funded

for him and you guys were on my heart. I think that was God’s voice!"
Through this partnership Pittman Park is intentionally choosing to live into John Wesley's direction to "Do
all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the

times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can." Rev. Dr. Jonathan Smith says of the
project, "I'm proud to serve a congregation with a heart for missions and ministry locally and globally." 

 

Pittman Park Church Build Uganda Family Home

https://www.sgaumc.org/staffdetail/2702142
https://www.digitaldiscipleship.online/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mityana
https://www.compassion.com/
https://pittmanpark.org/news/onboarding-for-pastor-jonathan/


BIRTHDAYS

ANNIVERSARIES

January 2nd - Jodi Atkinson
January 4th - Mark Miller
January 7th - Jerry Sharpe
January 8th - Michelle Reaves 
January 17th- Delona Watkins 
January 31st - Jean Griffin

January 16th - Mike & Carol Collins 
January 21st - Jerry & Barbra Sharpe

Ricky Varnell 
Joni Durden - wife of Rev.Brian Durden
Brenda France - wife of Rev. Jesse France
Patsy Blalock - wife of (retired) Rev. David Blalock
Barbara Sharpe - wife of Rev. Jerry Sharpe
Rev. Mike Huling - retired 
Carol Collins - wife of Rev. Mike Collins
Rev. Jeane Strudivant 
Peggy MacDonald
Lexy McRae - granddaughter of Rev. Chris Ramsey

PRAYERS, CONCERNS, &
PRAISES

Important Dates 

Jan. 13-14th Basic Lay Servant Training

Jan. 22nd Bishop Graves speaking at 
Charlestown (Statesboro Circuit)

Feb. 2-3 The Called Conference 

Feb. 17-19 St. Simons Story Teller

Festival

Jan. 8th Celebration and Service 

for Bishop Graves 



 
Each year the Cabinet utilizes online tools to help facilitate the appointment making process. The forms below are used

to populate these tools and ensure accurate information is used as the Cabinet discusses clergy appointments. Your help
in completing these forms in a timely manner is appreciated.

 
Appointment Preference: Report to the Bishop and Cabinet 
Form sent by: January 4, 2023 | Deadline to return: February 1, 2023 
No later than January 4, the District Office will mail to each clergyperson a form entitled “Report to the Bishop and
Cabinet” where information relative to the appointment process for 2023 will be recorded. The District Office will also
mail a similar report to each SPRC chairperson that solicits similar information. Each party is to sign the other's form
after it is completed prior to returning to the District Office. Please remember that the deadline to return forms to the
District Office is Monday, February 1.
 
Appointment Information Review
Review form made available: January 18, 2023 | Deadline to complete review: January 26, 2023
Clergy Serving a Local Church: www.sgaumc.org/dashboard 
Clergy Serving in an Extension Ministry Position: www.sgaumc.org/emdashboard

 
In order to provide one last snapshot for clergy to review their information prior to the printing of the “Master Move
Book,” clergy will be asked to login to their dashboard (links above) between January 18 and January 26. There is nothing
to complete; it is simply a one-page sheet to review. If there are any changes that need to be made clergy will need to
contact their District Office. There are 5 sections to review: 

-Charge Membership Information for 2022 (pulled from the December Discipleship Report)
-Charge Apportionment Information for 2022 (pulled from the Administrative Services Office) 

-Appointment Information as of 7/1/2022 (pulled from the Conference Database)
-Compensation Information for 2023 (pulled from the Clergy Compensation Form)

-Sexual Ethics Workshop Last Attended (pulled from the Conference Database, see note below) 
 

Again, if there are any changes that need to be made please contact your District Office. Please note that the Charge
Membership and Apportionment Information will be blank for Extension Ministers. The deadline to review this form, and

to request changes to be made, is January 26.
Cabinet Appointment Making Dates 
The Appointive Cabinet will be doing the work of appointment making on the following dates. Consultation is a year-
round process, and District Superintendents will continue consultations with Pastors and SPRC as needed throughout the
appointment making process.  

-February 9-10, 2023 (Appointment Making Meeting)
-February 23-24, 2023 (Appointment Making Meeting)

-March 8-10, 2023 (Appointment Making Meeting)
-March 28-29, 2023 (Appointment Making/Review)

-Clergy and SPR Committees will begin to be informed of the appointments affecting them when it is appropriate. At the
same time, they will be notified when they can share the information with the congregation. Once the congregation has

been informed, the information can be shared with others. Please note: Because changes sometimes occur after the
projection of an appointment, the only public release of the appointments will be at the conclusion of the 2023 Annual

Conference Session.
 

 Appointment Making Process
 and the Report to the Bishop and Cabinet



Sexual Ethics Workshops
As you may remember, when our Conference Pastoral Counselor went on medical leave, we had to cancel our workshops
scheduled for February and April of 2022, and had to postpone future workshops while we planned how to move forward.
We are now able to announce plans for our quadrennial Sexual Ethics Workshop, which is being led by our Conference
Ministerial Services Office. We are moving to a quadrennial emphasis model like many other annual conferences follow.
This means that all clergy will need to attend one of three workshops being offered in the first quarter of 2023 in order to
be appointed this June of 2023 (dates to be announced soon). Please note that this will satisfy your requirement for the
quadrennium. Part of the workshop will be completed online, and the other part will be completed in-person. Both parts are
needed to satisfy the requirement. Stay tuned for more information coming soon.

 
Orientation for Moving Pastors
Bishop Graves and the Appointive Cabinet will host a workshop for full-time moving clergy on a date to be announced.
Superintendents will release the location and time for this event in the spring. Please remember that this is a mandatory
meeting for all moving pastors.

 
Preaching Schedule & Moving Day
In an effort to encourage clergy to take a Sabbath break, the Bishop and Appointive Cabinet invite all clergy, especially
those who are projected to move to a new appointment, to observe the following:

- Preach in Local Churches as Scheduled – June 4, 2023: For Clergy moving to a new appointment, you are encouraged to
make this your final preaching Sunday in your current appointment.

-Pulpit Supply Sunday – June 11, 2023: Clergy are encouraged to coordinate with their SPRC to have retired clergy or lay
supply fill the pulpit to preach this Sunday. All clergy are invited to participate in this Sabbath break but clergy on the

projected move list are strongly encouraged to do so. 
 -Moving Day – June 14, 2023

 

Annual Conference Session Information
Annual Conference Meeting Dates
The 2023 regular session of the South Georgia Annual Conference is set for June 4-6 at the Columbus Convention Center,
during which Bishop Graves will fix the appointments for 2023-2024. Also, we have a called session of the Annual
Conference set for May 21, 2023, at 4:00pm, to be held by Zoom. 
Annual Conference Materials 
All Annual Conference materials for the 2023 session will be placed on the conference and district websites to download
and print or save to an electronic device prior to Annual Conference. The Book of Recommendations will also be available
to order at a minimal cost through lulu.com. All clergy for whom we have an email address will receive a notification when
Annual Conference materials are available. If an email address was entered during Charge Conference season for the lay
member to Annual Conference from your church that person will receive an email as well. However, clergy are requested to
check with the church’s lay member of Annual Conference to make sure they receive all of the Annual Conference
materials. Information will also be included in the district newsletter and conference communications. 
Apportionments
Thank you for your continued faithfulness in giving to the mission and ministry of The South Georgia Conference and The
United Methodist Church. The final day to make payments on your local church’s 2022 apportionments is January 6, 2023.
Payments must be turned into the Administrative Services Office by this date.  As a reminder, there are electronic means
available in which to pay apportionments.  
Statistical Tables Information

The Statistical Tables will launch on January 10, 2023, and must be completed by February 28, 2023. Statistical tables will be
filled out through the new ACstats website. Login information will be emailed to the pastor and treasurer/financial secretary

in early January.



Christmas Eve Service
Spotlight 

We hope that each of you and your families enjoyed a wonderful Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day service. Many of which included candlelight services,

children's nativities, special scripture reading, and advent music.


