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That's a wrap on Charge Conference 2022!
Thanks to all our churches and clergy for participating!



This is the first year we will be having thanksgiving without my mother. It
will be a different Thanksgiving for our family. She always loved preparing our

Thanksgiving feasts until she got to the place where she could no longer physically
prepare the meal. Thanksgiving was always a day with Turkey, ham, stuffing, and
sometimes seafood dressing, green beans, sweet potatoes, creamed corn, rolls,

and a
whole assortment of other wonderful foods that promised to give you a good

afternoon nap.
For many years, I did not understand the need to focus on gratitude. I know

many of us are as unfocused as I once was. I took too many things for granted.
The feel of Thanksgiving has changed and I know gratitude to be the thing most

needed focus. This year, as you begin to think of Thanksgiving, imagine making a
list of the people and the things in your life you value the most. Think of what
your life would be like without them. Fair warning, this will be sobering and

humbling. It may also draw out some real emotions from places you do not expect
them to come.

God would have us focus on the giftedness of our lives. The story of God’s
people is they always were in a better place when they focused on what God had

given them. When they began to take things for granted, they got into trouble.
This is the same for us. When we can go to God and give thanks for what

He has given us, we are in a better place in life. People filled with gratitude are
healthier people. They are more generous people. They are also more faithful to

God.
God gives us a spirit of gratitude when we are focused on him and his will

for our lives. Remember your focus this thanksgiving.

A Word FromA Word FromA Word From   
Superintendent GranthamSuperintendent GranthamSuperintendent Grantham

A Spirit of Gratitude



 
 

In response to Judicial Council decision 1445,
the Council of Bishops (COB) has formally set

the dates for regular sessions of the
Jurisdictional Conferences of The United
Methodist Church (UMC) to be convened

November 2-4, 2022.
 

During a special COB meeting held today,
the bishops approved a motion that the
jurisdictional conferences will meet for

purpose of the election and assignment of
new bishops for the limited purpose of

effectuating the continuance of the
episcopacy in The United Methodist Church.

UMC Bishops Agree to Call Regular
Sessions of Jurisdictional

Conferences in 2022
 

Click here to read more 

Disaffiliation
Considerations

With disaffiliation being a topic
of concern for some of our local

churches, the Cabinet and
other leaders worked together

to put together a helpful
document entitled, "Potential

Benefits, Challenges, and
Unintended Consequences for

Clergy and Local Churches
Considering Disaffiliating."

Click here to read the document

A call to "pause" during Advent season
 

Dear Friends of the South Georgia Conference,
It goes without saying that we have had a lot to deal with over this past year. There has been great ministry

happening all across the conference, but we have also faced challenges as we try to navigate a post-pandemic
church and our path forward as a conference. As I met with laity and clergy last month, I heard over and over

again: “Bishop, we are weary.” I see it in your faces; I hear it in your voices. 
Our six District Superintendents have been extended in unprecedented ways. You’ve heard me say that I truly

believe they have the hardest job in the denomination in this season we find ourselves. They have worked
tirelessly in 2022 to accommodate numerous requests from local churches to hold church conferences and town

hall meetings.
In order to give our Cabinet, staff, clergy, and lay leadership time to focus on ministry in the local church, their

family, and their personal faith walk, I want us to “pause” as we move into the Advent season. 
Therefore, I am calling for a pause on any special church conferences or town hall meetings related to local

church disaffiliations between November 20, 2022 - January 1, 2023.
 

Read more here

https://www.sgaumc.org/advnewsdetail/umc-bishops-agree-to-call-regular-sessions-of-jurisdictional-conferences-in-2022-16509962
https://www.sgaumc.org/advnewsdetail/umc-bishops-agree-to-call-regular-sessions-of-jurisdictional-conferences-in-2022-16509962
https://www.sgaumc.org/disaffiliation-considerations
https://www.sgaumc.org/advbishopdetail/bishop-17069972


NEWS   Millen United Methodist Church is
looking for someone to fill the position of
part-time youth director. Such a person

needs to be Spiritually sound, have
ample background knowledge of the

Bible, and be energetic.  Salary is
negotiable and decided by the SPRC.

 
 If you are interested, please call

 Rev. John Drake at 478-304-2891.

During the 2022 Annual Conference,
Session conference members

approved two items related to Safe
Sanctuaries. Allison Lindsey, chair of

the conference nurture team, reminds
local churches how important it is to
take a fresh look at their policy and

make sure it reflects current practices
as well as to find areas of improvement.

Safe Sanctuaries 

Read more here 

Job Opportunity

Don't forget to set your clocks

back on November 5th!

From the Task Force on
Clergy Mental Health 

 Bishop Graves has set three priorities
for the South Georgia Conference,
one of which is a focus on clergy
mental health. The Task Force on

Clergy Mental Health has been
meeting since this summer. As they

do their work, members will offer
periodic words of wisdom, resources,

and encouragement to South
Georgia Conference clergy.

 
In the first of this series, Rev. Grace

Guyton offers a word on 
"Grief and Loss."

 

Read more about this here 

Bishop David Graves, episcopal leader of the South
Georgia Annual Conference, in accordance with ¶603.5

of the 2016 United Methodist Book of Discipline, calls
for a special session of the annual conference on

Sunday, May 21, 2023. The meeting will begin at 4 pm
using the Zoom Webinar platform in conjunction with

an online voting system.
The sole purpose of the special called session of the
Annual Conference* is to complete the process of

ratifying the current requests for disaffiliation of local
churches who have met the requirements outlined in
¶2553 of the Book of Discipline and who have met the

published South Georgia Conference deadlines. 
 

The special session will consider only matters
pertaining to this call; no other 

business can be considered.
 

Bishop Graves calls for special
Annual Conference Session

Read more here

https://www.sgaumc.org/advocateconnministries
https://www.sgaumc.org/advocateconnministries
https://www.sgaumc.org/advconnmindetail/grief-and-loss-17086929
https://www.sgaumc.org/advconnmindetail/grief-and-loss-17086929
https://www.sgaumc.org/disaffiliation-timeline


Annual John Gill Memorial

Quail Hunt

 

Bird Dog Sponsor ($250): Name or logo on
sign at event

Event Sponsor ($500): Name or logo on
sign and food table at event

Gun Sponsor ($1500): Name or logo
associated with gun raffle

Join us on December 8, 2022 for Magnolia
Manor's John Gill Memorial Quail Hunt. This
event is held in memory of John Gill, a long

time Board of Trustee member and advocate
of Magnolia Manor. This year's quail hunt will

be at Southern Woods Plantation in Sylvester,
GA, with an 8:15am registration and 9am start

time.
 

Can't attend, but still want to contribute? We
have three sponsorship opportunities

available:
 

 
More info here

EVENTS 

Epworth by the Sea
St. Simons Island Storyteller Festival

February 17 - 19, 2023

More info here

Encounter is a weekend retreat designed for
6th - 12th grade students where everyone will
ENCOUNTER God, and each in a very unique

way. This retreat will offer passionate
worship, relevant Bible study and a
meaningful time with other teens in

beautiful coastal Georgia.    
 

Click here to register & for more info

General Conference has been
postponed to 2024. 

  
 

The exact dates and location are forthcoming.

Stay updated here.

https://www.magnoliamanor.com/events/johngillquailhunt/?utm_campaign=Monthly+Marketing+Newsletters&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=224302808&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_PvfHGm1tRbwHENK07G81YrbEhnkitXJ36S_ILIk0SJ-GXKsAYD5fgkKkeYOxLGWOUpoUIt1ohMWmh4-dsVyPOPUhJuIlnuhmkoQjMBuJaLTd-UJg&utm_content=224302808&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.stsimonsislandstorytellingfestival.com/
https://www.sgaumc.org/encounter
https://www.sgaumc.org/gc2020


Cares, Concerns,
& Praises

Jose' Velasquez

Isaac Salgado 

Kitty Newton

Donna Baxter

 
 
 

 

AnniversariesBirthdays
4th

 
7th

 
21st

 
24th

 
 

1st
 

13th
 

14th
 

Important Dates
Nov. 3

 
 

Nov. 4
 
 

Nov. 18-20
 

Nov. 21-25
 
 

Feb. 17-19

Pointer Cluster meeting (Millen UMC) 
@ 10 am 

Between Two Rivers Cluster meeting
(Walls Dinner) @ 12:30 pm

The Youth Encounter

District Office closed for Thanksgiving
Holiday 

St. Simons Storyteller Festival

Carroll & Carolyn Gay

Brian & Joni Durden

Jesse & Brenda France

 
 

 Varnell Family
Joni Durden - wife of Rev.Brian Durden

Brenda France - wife of Rev. Jesse France
Patsy Blalock - wife of (retired) Rev. David

Blalock
Barbara Sharpe - wife of Rev. Jerry Sharpe

Rev. Mike Huling - retired 
Carol Collins - wife of Rev. Mike Collins

Rev. Jeane Strudivant 
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District Christmas PartyDistrict Christmas Party  

Saturday, Dec. 3rd
11:30 am - 1:30 pm

at Pittman Park UMC 

Please RSVP by Nov. 22nd
call 912-871-3306 or email

northeastdistrict@sgaumc.com



Sylvania First's
Tuesday Bible Study

group traveled to
Statesboro to visit the

Open Hearts
Community Mission

and Pittman Park
UMC!

 

Featured
 Spotlights

 

Fall Activities & Festivals

Some of the volunteers and staff from Statesboro First's
Student Ministry served the pre-game meal for the SHS
football team in October. Becca Brown led the team's
devotion before their away game. Seen here are David

Klein, Zach Marvel, Becca Brown, Scott Hagan, 
and Sam Hagan.

Statesboro First UMC and Pittman Park
UMC hosted their annual Fall events in

October. They welcomed church
members and the public.
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Want your church's photo to be
featured on the front page of

our newsletter? 
Email photos and captions to

edurrence@statesborofirst.com   
 

  Sign up at www.gumf.org/stay-connected
to have the latest news delivered right to

your inbox.  
                                                                                                   

To learn more about GUMF’s faith-based
financial solutions for investing, lending,
training, and planned giving, please call

770-449-6726 or 478-256-7130 
(South Georgia) or email info@gumf.org.

www.gumf.org

Georgia United Methodist
Newsletter

Check out the latest news at 

Wishing you 
and your family

 a Happy Thanksgiving!

http://www.gumf.org/stay-connected
http://www.gumf.org/

