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Annual Conference Time Is Near
The South Georgia Annual Conference will take place in Columbus, GA this year,
June 5 – 8. We look forward to doing the business of the Annual Conference. Part of
that business is worship, approving new ministers to come into service, celebrating the
retirement of others and remembering the lives of both pastors and their spouses who
have gone to be with The Lord.
We will pass an Annual Conference budget, celebrate the ministries of two
churches who have voted to close, hear reports from institutions like The Methodist
Children’s Home, Wesley Glen, Magnolia Manor, Epworth By The Sea, Candler Hospital,
11 United Methodist Colleges and a host of Wesley Foundations, Open Door Community
Center, and others.
What will happen that means so much to many is there will be great fellowship
among those who have not seen one another in three years. The hymn, “And Are We
Yet Alive” will take on new meaning because it speaks to our need to be together and
alive in Jesus Christ.
Being connected to one another is a hallmark of Methodists everywhere. John
Wesley believed we are better together and insisted on a fellowship model that holds
us together in fellowship and calls upon us to be accountable for our actions and our
witness. There is no such thing as individual Christianity. We are bound together as
brothers and sisters in Christ and what one does affects another. We are responsible
for helping one another and sharing in the work of transforming the world. A quick read
through the New Testament will bear this out.
As we come together at Annual Conference in June, we will be reminded of the
need to share in the blessings of being a Covenant people both to God and to one
another. I look forward to seeing many of you there.
Stephen B. Grantham, Superintendent Northeast District
South Georgia Annual Conference

Important Dates to Remember
May 8th

Mother’s Day

May 30th

Memorial Day – District Office Closed

June 5th – 8th

Annual Conference in Columbus, GA

June 23rd

District Set Up Meeting @ Pittman Park UMC @ 9:30 am

July 18th-21st

Georgia Pastors School @ Epworth By The Sea

September 15th

Bishop’s Day Apart via ZOOM 10:00 am – 12:00 pm

Northeast District Set Up Meeting
The Northeast District Set Up Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, June 23, 2022,
at Pittman Park UMC Fellowship Hall. Social gathering from 9:30 am – 10:00 am.
Lunch will be provided.
Please RSVP to northeastdistrict@sgaumc.com or 912-871-3306 by Monday, June
13th. Spouses and Administrative Assistances are welcome.
Childcare will be provided.

National Day of Prayer

When God’s people show up
In just a few short weeks, God’s people of the South Georgia Conference will
show up in Columbus for Annual Conference as we celebrate “How Great is Your
Faithfulness.” When we show up on June 5, it will have been three years since the
conference last gathered in person. It has been a long journey. For four days, we
will worship five times and we will see friends and make new ones. It will be a
homecoming in some ways.
Of course, we have church business to deal with and perhaps some of it will be
difficult. Yet, we are God’s people, and we need to be in a spirit of prayer as an
Annual Conference, that when all is said and done, we can all say God was with
us and “How great is your faithfulness.”
I believe all that is going on in our church, in our world, and our communities, God
is always showing up. Read more

Book of Recommendations & Reports
for the 2022 Annual Conference session now available
Business items for the 2022 Annual Conference session are
contained in the Book of Recommendations and Reports (BOR).
One of the purposes of the BOR is to encourage delegates to
read the recommendations, reports, and resolutions prior to
arriving at conference. A good delegate is a prepared delegate.
The BOR is now available for download as a PDF file at no cost
in its entirety or in sections. You can also purchase it for $7
(plus tax and shipping) as a professionally bound book
through lulu.com. Read more

Dear Lay/Clergy member to Annual Conference,
We are less than two months away from our Annual Conference gathering in Columbus June 5 8. The great people of Columbus and the Northwest District are busy preparing for your arrival.
In the coming weeks you will receive additional Annual Conference-related information that
includes the Book of Recommendations and Reports, parking directions and other helpful
information you will want to review prior to your arrival in Columbus. There are, however,
a few things listed below that I want to highlight for you at this point.
I look forward to greeting you in Columbus in June!
Meredyth Earnest
SGA Conference Secretary

Conference Working Agenda
The 2022 Annual Conference Working Agenda has been posted online. Please note that this is
subject to change.
Our session will begin with an Opening Worship Service on Sunday evening, June 5, at 7:00 pm.
Conference will conclude with a Sending Forth Service on Wednesday, June 8. Click here for the
detailed working agenda.
A few reminders about this year’s schedule:
• The Clergy Session will be held in two parts: Part 1 on Sunday, May 22 (via Zoom) and

Part 2 on Monday, June 6 (at the Columbus Trade Center).
• A conference business session will be held Tuesday evening, following a dinner break.
• Our goal is to adjourn by lunchtime on Wednesday. However, if we have not completed
our work, we will take a short lunch break and return for an afternoon session.

Business Related Items
Resolutions
Seven resolutions have been submitted to the Conference Committee on Resolutions for
the 2022 session of the South Georgia Annual Conference. The committee will present each
resolution, along with a recommendation for each, during the business session June 5-8,
2022. Click here to view.
Retiree Healthcare Trust
The Conference Board of Pension and Health Benefits will present a proposal for a Retiree
Healthcare Trust during the 2022 Annual Conference session. The board has made available
many documents and a video provide an overview of the proposal. Click here to view the video
and read an FAQ document.
Disaffiliation FAQs Related to Clergy & Disaffiliated Churches
The South Georgia Conference has a disaffiliation policy for churches, but the policy does not
address the clergy who intend to continue serving the church they were leading once the
church disaffiliates. This is where we must discern what the current Book of Discipline says
and what the implications are for clergy benefits in general, and clergy pension benefits
specifically. Click here to read the FAQ document.
FAQ Video with Bishop Graves broken down by questions
In a recent FAQ video, Bishop Graves answers questions about General Conference, denominational matters, and disaffiliations. The video has now been broken down into eleven segments
by question, making it easier to digest and share. Click here to view.

Additional Information
• Hotels
• Venue
• Childcare registration now open
• List of Banquets/Special Events
• Clergy Session: Part 1 & Part 2
• Expenses/Per Diem
• Registration

If there has been a change in the lay member(s) representing your charge, please log in to your
church dashboard, www.sgaumc.org/dashboard, and make the change in the "My Church's
Leaders" section. Please also share the change with your district office.

Annual Conference Special Offering and Mission Emphasis
Special Offering
During the 2022 Annual Conference session, South Georgia United Methodists will have
the opportunity to partner with North Katanga United Methodists to support two of their
ministries, Kamina Orphanage and Wings of the Morning Aviation. Click here to learn more
about this Special Offering for our North Katanga Partnership.
Mission Emphasis
As in years past, we will have a mission emphasis to support several South Georgia agencies
that do amazing ministry on a daily basis. They are the hands and feet of Jesus Christ as they
help to meet the most basic of needs. Each of the agencies listed will have a collection box in
the lobby of the Convention Center. They have selected items that will help them in their dayto-day operation. Click here for more information on the items needed to fill the mission bins.

For questions regarding the business of Annual Conference, please contact Meredyth Earnest
at meredyth@sgaumc.com. For questions regarding local arrangements or for general inquiries,
please contact Kelly Roberson at kelly@sgaumc.com.

Save the date: Clergy Time Apart with author Tod Bolsinger

Speaker Tod Bolsinger, author of "Canoeing the Mountains" and
"Tempered Resilience," will join us Thursday, Sept. 15 for a Clergy Time Apart.
Hosted by Bishop David Graves, we will meet from 10 a.m. until noon via Zoom.
Stay tuned for more details.

Annual Conference Special Offering to benefit
North Katanga partnership
Over the past two years, South Georgia has helped the North Katanga
Annual Conference build and reconstruct several local churches, host
empowerment training events and leadership training conferences, and
train local farmers.
The mission partnership that began three years ago when a team of six
South Georgia United Methodists traveled to the North Katanga Annual
Conference, in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), continues to
develop.
During the 2022 Annual Conference session, South Georgia United Methodists
will have the opportunity to partner with North Katanga United Methodists to
support two of their ministries, Kamina Orphanage and Wings of the Morning
Aviation. Read more

United Methodist Men meet at Epworth

The South Georgia Conference's United Methodist Men gathered for their annual
retreat April 22-23 at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. Bishop James
Swanson, episcopal leader of the Mississippi Conference and president of the
General Commission of United Methodist Men, was the featured speaker. The
Goshen Travelers Praise Band provided musical leadership. Pictured above are
North Central District Superintendent Rev. Craig Hutto, Northeast District
Superintendent Rev. Steve Grantham, Bishop James Swanson, and Bishop David
Graves.

South Georgia leaders attend church planting conference
Several leaders from South Georgia's church planter’s cohort recently attended
the Exponential Conference. Exponential is an organization focused on church
growth and multiplication, church planting, and more. Attending the event and
pictured below are Brooks Hanson, Rev. Jason Wade, Rev. David Donnan,
Dr. Jonathan Smith, Damon Hubert, Anne Bosarge, and Rev. Dorsia Atkinson.

4th
7th
11th
12th
13th
14th
14th
15th
16th
18th
18th
21st
25th
26th
29th

Mary Parker
Brandy Donnan
Lee Pettis
Ron Womack
Brenda Johnson
Sue Bagwell
Tammy Hammond
Elise Miller
Lori Velasquez
Bryan Price
Chip Strickland
Karen Zeigler
Tris Strickland
Faye Burgamy
Susan Cason

6th
10th
14th
22nd
27th
29th
30th
30th

Sonny & Sharon Moon
Chris & Kerri Shoemaker
Tom & Nona Tidwell
Kevin & Vette Rountree
Mark & Keta Hardin
Mike & Tammy Hammond
Allen & Kristen Cason
Lee & Pam Pettis

Cares, Concerns and Praises
The family of Rev. Robert Poston – Black Creek UMC
Mr. Eddie Tyson – District Trustee Chair
Rev. Ricky Varnell – LifeSpring UMC
Jackie Varnell – wife of Rev. Ricky Varnell
Tracey Varnell – Daughter of Rev. Ricky Varnell
Rev. Brian Durden – Ruth’s Chapel/Ailey UMC
Joni Durden – wife of Rev. Brian Durden
Brenda France – wife of Rev. Fesse France
Patsy Blalock – wife of retired Rev. David Blalock
Jodi Atkinson – Surgery May 9th

UMW change name, keep mission

New name, same mission.
For 153 years, women united by their shared love of Christ and desire to
serve women, children, and youth have put their faith into action.
Over the years, what was first known as the Methodist Woman’s Foreign
Missionary Society became known as the Woman’s Society of Christian Service
and then eventually United Methodist Women. Today, the organization has
rebranded itself again, this time to “United Women in Faith.”
The new name, which was five years in the making, better reflects how the
organization answers its calling to faith and action today, said Tara Jones,
president of South Georgia’s United Women in Faith.
“It’s a more apt description of who we really are.” Read more

Job Opportunity
Wrens United Methodist Church is seeking a part-time children/youth
director. The position includes conducting discipleship activities and events
that are conducive to spiritual growth in keeping with Wesleyan theological
doctrines and teachings. The position would require workings closely with
staff and congregation to further the overall mission and wellbeing of the church.
Candidates will need to have a clean background and driving record, willingness
to obtain a CDL (25 passenger church bus), and most importantly a desire to share
the Gospel with youth and children. Qualified candidates can inquire about the
position with the church office and 706-547-6577 and forward resumes to our
email: wrensumc@gmail.com

Georgia United Methodist Foundation Newsletter
Check out the latest news at www.gumf.org.
Sign up at www.gumf.org/stay-connected to have the latest news
delivered right to your inbox.
To learn more about GUMF’s faith-based financial solutions for
investing, lending, training, and planned giving, please contact
770-449-6726 or 478-256-7130 (South Georgia) or info@gumf.org.

GOLDEN CROSS FUND
The Golden Cross Fund is a ministry that reaches out in love to the laity in our
Annual Conference who are experiencing financial difficulty due to excessive
medical expenses. Through Golden Cross, United Methodists care for members
of our local churches in time of emotional stress and financial need. If you or
someone you know is struggling with medical bills, please refer them to the
Gold Cross Fund.
For more info, go to https://www.sgaumc.org/golden-cross-fund.

Licensing School
The Office of Methodist Studies, the South Georgia Annual Conference, and
the North Georgia Annual Conference work together to provide one educational
program for the licensing of all certified candidates for ministry. The Division of
Ordained Ministry, an entity of the General Board of Higher Education and
Ministry, dictates the curriculum for licensing by providing guidelines based on
competence in skills of ministry.
For further information, contact Amy Walker via email
at awalke8@emory.edu or call 404.727.4587.

Project funding for churches available through UMC FCU
The United Methodist Connectional FCU has a special loan rate available for
churches. Unsecured loans for less than $50,000 can be provided for three
and five-year terms. A number of United Methodist churches and agencies have
used these loans for repairing or replacing pews, HVAC systems, audio/visual
equipment, and more. Rates as low as 3.5%.
For details, contact Jonathan Curtis at jonathanc@unitedmethodistcu.com

How is UMCOR at work in Ukraine and how can I help?
United Methodist Global Ministries offers an eight-question guide to the history
of Methodism in Ukraine, how UMCOR is responding, and the best ways for you
to help now (read full FAQ).

Clergy Spouses’ Luncheon

Epworth By The Sea

Camp Connect registration is open
Camp Connect, the camping ministry of the South Georgia Conference, is
headed home to Epworth By The Sea for the 2022 summer camping season!
Weekly camp dates for high school, middle school, and elementary students,
along with registration information, can be found at www.campconnectumc.org.

Lifeguards needed at Epworth By The Sea
Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island is hiring certified pool lifeguards for the
summer. Certification reimbursement issued if you work the entire summer.
They offer competitive pay, housing on Epworth's grounds, and meals during your
shift.
Please contact Mallery Hale at mhale@epworthbythesea.org or 912-638-8688.

General Conference: What We Know Now
General Conference has been postponed to 2024. You can find the full
announcement here. Exact dates and location are forthcoming.
Stay updated here.

Please keep Bishop James King in your prayers
Mrs. Rose’s Celebration of Life
Margaret “Rose” King, died Wednesday, April 27, 2022. A memorial service will be
held on Friday, May 6, 2022 at St. Luke United Methodist Church in Columbus GA.
Family visitation will be at 12:00 noon and a memorial service will be at 1:00 p.m.
The service will be live streamed: https://saintlukecolumbus.org/services/
In lieu of flowers, kindly donate to:
Robert and Ruby King Scholarship
Pleasant Grove UMC
PO Box 963
Ashland, AL 36251

BSF International
Global Headquarters
19001 Huebner Road
San Antonio, TX USA

Georgia Pastor’s School
Georgia Pastors’ School will take place this year at Epworth by the
Sea, St. Simons Island, July 18-21. We are excited to announce that we
will be meeting in person this year and will be offering a virtual option, too.
As in years past, the Board of the Georgia Pastors’ School will be offering
scholarships to each of the districts in both the North Georgia and South
Georgia Conferences.
Each district will be awarded two registration scholarships ($110
value each) which can be used for either the virtual or in person option. If
and when you decide to award your scholarships, either you or someone
from your office should contact me with the names and email addresses of
the clergy you wish to receive the scholarships.
The board will also award a total of five $100 scholarships toward the
lodging bill of first-time clergy attendees from either conference. These
scholarships will be awarded on a first come, first served basis, and will only
be available to clergy who are staying on-site at Epworth by the Sea. After
that, I will start a waiting list in case there is a cancellation from someone
who had been awarded the lodging scholarship previously.
When awarding either scholarship, we ask that you please make sure
they are awarded to those who may not be able to attend the School without
some form of financial assistance.
Blessings,
Dan
Dan Dixon
Registrar
Georgia Pastors’ School
https://www.georgiapastorsschool.org/
Pastor
Greenville United Methodist Church
dan.dixon@ngumc.net
P.O. Box 186
Greenville, GA 30222
(404)376-1002 (Cell)

Lay Servant Training
Advanced Lay Servant Training over Zoom: May 17, 19, 24, and 26 from
6pm-8pm. Whether it is your first time through the Advanced Class, or you are
taking it for renewal, zoom is a great platform for those wishing to remember
how and why they are gifted to serve. We will be studying the book of Ephesians
and the Zoom platform will allow you to connect with people across the
conference! After registering, you will be sent the zoom link to sign-in class.
Register today at sgaumc.org/layservanttraining.

Certified Lay Ministry Immersion: June 20-24 at The Chapel in Brunswick.
If you have always wanted to pursue your Certified Lay Ministry certification
but did not have the weekends to give toward classes, our CLM Immersion
might be a great option for you! Take off one complete week of work and
join us for an immersion that will allow you to complete all your classes in
one week. Then finish up the assignments on your own time and finish up
after the week is over! Sound like something you would be interested in?
Register today at sgaumc.org/certifiedlayministrytraining

THE ARK ENCOUNTER & CREATION MUSEUM
NOVEMBER 17-20, 2022

BUCK CREEK METHODIST CHURCH

HIGHLIGHTS: THE ARK ENCOUNTER, Visit to CREATION MUSEUM, Special Dinner
along the Ohio River, Dinner & Show in Nashville …7 Meals
PRICE: $699 per person, double occupancy / 3 per Room …$629 / 4 per room …$599
SINGLE SUPPLEMENT…Add $215 /
Children under 11 years old … deduct an additional $50 / 11-17 years old … deduct $10
Travel Protection with Trip Cancellation / Interruption … $75
DEPOSIT: $100
FINAL PAYMENT DUE: 6 Weeks Prior to Departure
NOV 17 … For the past, several years this has been our most popular tour packed with inspirational attractions, tasty food, and hand-clapping entertainment. The highlight of the trip is certainly a visit to the Ark Encounter & Creation Museum. But in route to these inspirational attractions, we have some wonderful surprises along the way. Traveling into the Smoky Mountains of
Tennessee for our first night, our group enjoys a relaxing evening in Knoxville to start off the
trip.
NOV 18 … Breakfast and we travel past Lexington, KY, to Williamstown. Not far from here is
the amazing ARK ENCOUNTER, with Noah's Ark. This is the centerpiece of this inspirational
location that exhibits a full-scale model from the Genesis Flood narrative… 510 ft long, 85 ft
wide, and 81 ft high. Witness animals, exhibits, and be intrigued by the size of the Ark as you
walk aboard. After our visit we continue to northern Kentucky. Tonight, highlights a special dinner overlooking the Ohio River and Cincinnati.
NOV 19 … Breakfast and we travel to the town of Petersburg, Kentucky. It is here that we tour
the CREATION MUSEUM, featuring "Answers in Genesis", as the complex narrates and explores the creation narrative in the Bible. The afternoon drive takes us south across Kentucky and
back into Tennessee. Our group will overnight in Nashville with a dinner and a fun and entertaining live Musical Show at NASHVILLE NIGHTLIFE to celebrate our trip.
NOV 20 … Today we return home after a wonderful and meaningful travel experience. Our
lunch stop is a "keeper" as we dine at BUCKNERS, with bowls of delicious foods served family
style on a Lazy Susan in one of our favorite restaurants.

Contact Carroll Gay for more information carrollgay@gmail.com.

