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District Conference May 1
Our Northeast District Conference will be held May 1, from 4 PM to 6 PM at
Statesboro First United Methodist Church. This is an annual meeting of the District
that is set forward as a part of the Standing rules of the South Georgia Annual Conference. All pastors need to be present. Additionally, the is a meeting in which all
Lay Officers of the District are encouraged to come. Local Church officers that need
to come are as follows: S/PPRC Chair, Lay Leader, Church Council Chair, Sunday
School Superintendent, UMM and UMW Presidents, UMYF President, Finance Chair
and Trustees Chair. All others are invited to come. It is the Pastors responsibility
to ensure these folks are notified about this meeting.
We will elect new district officers and we will set a new district budget. We
will worship together and have fellowship with one another.
I encourage all of you to come to this time so that we may connect again with
one another. Our connection is part of what makes us unique as Methodists.
In our world, there is so much anger and mistrust. So many distrust the larger
systems of which they are a part. They do not see the benefits of being part of
something larger than themselves or their small family system.
I would like us all to work toward being a high functioning, healthy ministry
system in the Northeast District. I would like to see smaller churches benefitting
from the knowhow of larger churches. I would like to see smaller churches who
are successful, sharing their stories with the rest of us. I would like to see our clergy
fully participating in their cluster groups where mutual support is provided.
I believe our best days are ahead of us. I believe God is still at work in all of
us. I also believe the Holy Spirit is working to help us set old ways that do not work
behind us and to embrace new visions of ministry that promise to bring in new
people to this wonderful fellowship we call, “The Church of Jesus Christ.”

I look forward to seeing you on May 1 at First United Methodist Church.
Childcare will be provided as needed. Please let the District Office know of your
need.
Stephen

Important Dates to Remember
April 1st

Between 2 Rivers Cluster @ Wall’s Diner @ 12:00 pm

April 5th

Statesboro Cluster @ PPUMC Parlor @ 10:00 am

April 10th

Palm Sunday

April 11th

Long Road Cluster @ Louisville UMC @ 6:00 pm

April 17th

Easter Sunday

April 28th

Fruitful Cluster @ Claxton UMC @ 9:30 am

May 1st

Northeast District Conference @ Statesboro FUMC @ 4:00 pm

June 5th – 8th

Annual Conference in Columbus, GA

June 23rd

District Set Up Meeting @ Pittman Park UMC @ 9:30 am

Northeast District Set Up Meeting
The Northeast District Set Up Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, June 23, 2022,
at Pittman Park UMC Fellowship Hall. Social gathering from 9:30 am – 10:00 am.
Lunch will be provided.
Please RSVP to northeastdistrict@sgaumc.com or 912-871-3306 by Monday, June
13th. Spouses and Administrative Assistances are welcome.
Childcare will be provided.

To the South Georgia Conference:
My passion is sharing Jesus, seeing the overlooked, joining God in transforming lives, and
changing the world one person at a time.
That is what I want the South Georgia Conference to focus on, too.
I realize, however, that The United Methodist Church is in a season of life where questions are
being raised and uncertainty and anxiousness are apparent throughout the system.
In a spirit of transparency and forthrightness, I recently had a conversation with Kelly Roberson,
Director of Conference Ministries/Communications, about General Conference, denominational
matters, and disaffiliations. In this video I answer a few frequently asked questions, clear up
some confusion, and remind us that we are, indeed, better together.
I hope you find our conversation helpful and informative.
I can’t stress this enough: Let’s focus our commitment on strengthening every local church,
where the word is preached and Christ is offered, and where the table is set before all who
hunger and thirst for righteousness, confident in the prayer we have learned to say and share,
“By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the
world, until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet.”
In Christ,
Bishop David Graves

Dear Lay/Clergy member to Annual Conference,
Our 2022 South Georgia Annual Conference Session is set for June 5-8 in Columbus,
Ga. All Sunday activities and all business sessions will be held at The Columbus
Georgia Convention & Trade Center, a wonderful venue along the banks of the
Chattahoochee River. The memorial service and the service of ordination and
commissioning will be held in the beautiful sanctuary of St. Luke UMC.
The Annual Conference Program Committee, the Local Arrangements Team, and
the Northwest District are working hard to prepare for our arrival and are excited about
welcoming conference members to Columbus.
We are looking forward to being led by our Episcopal leader, Bishop David Graves. He
will lead us around our conference theme, “Great Is Your Faithfulness.”
Bishop Graves has invited Bishop James Swanson to be the preacher for our Opening
Worship Service on Sunday evening and Rev. Bill Bagwell to be our Memorial Service
preacher. Bishop Graves will preach our Service of Ordination and Commissioning on
Monday evening. In addition, morning worship services will be held daily as we center
ourselves prior to beginning the business of the day. Rev. Adriane Burgess will lead us
on Monday, Rev. Teresa Edwards will lead Tuesday, and Rev. Daniel Medina on
Wednesday.
We are excited to announce that our 2022 Annual Conference special offering will
provide South Georgia United Methodists the opportunity to partner with North Katanga
United Methodists to support two of their ministries, Kamina Orphanage and Wings of
the Morning Aviation. We ask each church to take an offering prior to conference and
present it at the opening worship service. More information about these ministries can
be found at www.sgaumc.org/specialoffering.
Seven resolutions have been received by the Conference Committee on Resolutions for
consideration this year. A link to view the resolutions as well as a link to a survey from
our General Conference delegation is listed below. In addition, Bishop Graves has
filmed a FAQ video that will be extremely helpful for clergy and laity.

Please note that the Book of Recommendations and Reports will be available for clergy
and lay members by late April. Also, if there has been a change in the lay member(s)
representing your charge, please log in to your church dashboard, www.sgaumc.org/dashboard, and make the change in the "My Church's Leaders" section. Please also share the change with your district office.
I look forward to greeting you in Columbus in June!
Meredyth Earnest
SGA Conference Secretary

FAQ Video, Resolutions, & Delegation Survey
FAQ Video with Bishop Graves
In this 20-minute video, Bishop Graves answers recent questions about General
Conference, denominational matters, and disaffiliations. Click here to watch the video.
Resolutions
Seven resolutions have been submitted to the Conference Committee on Resolutions
for the 2022 session of the South Georgia Annual Conference. The committee will
present each resolution, along with a recommendation for each, during the business
session June 5-8, 2022. Click here to view.
Delegation Survey
The General and Jurisdictional Conference Delegation of the South Georgia Annual
Conference wants to hear from the lay and clergy delegates in order to better represent
local churches and pastors. They are asking you to respond on behalf of how you
understand your local church’s preferences. This survey is not binding. The results
will be included as part of the delegation's report to the Annual Conference in
June. Click here to take the survey.

Columbus Logistics
Hotels
Valley Hospitality in Columbus has secured more than 600 rooms at a discounted
rate for our event. Valley Hospitality has created a website just for South Georgia
Conference United Methodists to make booking your hotel easy and streamlined. For
those who prefer to make reservations over the phone, they have provided the phone
number for each hotel on the website. Click here to view the list of hotels. If you have
any questions or issues booking rooms for your group, please contact their Concierge
Service Team at (706) 489-4037 or concierge@valleyhospitality.com.
Childcare
Childcare for infants through 5th grade students will be provided by St. Luke UMC (1104
2nd Ave), located just blocks from the Convention Center, during this year’s Annual
Conference Session. Registration information will be available
at www.sgaumc.org/childcare soon.

Meeting Details
Venue
The 2022 Annual Conference Session will take place at The Columbus Georgia
Convention & Trade Center (801 Front Avenue Columbus, GA 31901). All Sunday
night activities as well as all business sessions will be held at the Convention Center.
The Memorial Service, Service of Ordination with Commissioning, and the complimentary Methodist Home BBQ dinner will all be held at St. Luke UMC (1104 2nd Ave).
Schedule
The 2022 Annual Conference Session will begin with an Opening Worship Service on
Sunday evening, June 5, at 7:00 pm. Conference will conclude with the Sending Forth
Service on Wednesday, June 8. Click here for a link to the basic agenda. A more
detailed schedule will be posted on the conference website in the coming weeks.
A few notes about this year’s schedule:
• The

Clergy Session will be held in two parts: Part 1 on Sunday, May 22 (via
Zoom) and Part 2 on Monday, June 6 (at the Columbus Trade Center).
• A conference business session will be held Tuesday evening, following a dinner
break.
• Our goal is to adjourn by lunchtime on Wednesday.
Reminder: Bishop David Graves has called a special session of the Annual Conference
for Saturday, August 20. More details can be found here.
Displays
Display spaces are available to groups and agencies related to the South Georgia
Conference. Other non-UM agencies and vendors also have the opportunity to set up
displays. Please see the display policy for those prices and conditions. The display
policy, as well as the registration form to reserve booth space, can be found
at www.sgaumc.org/displays. Reservations for the space must be made by the May 1
deadline prior to the conference.
Registration Fee
The registration fee for all pastors and lay members to Annual Conference is $20.
Retired clergy not serving a church are exempt from this fee. You will pay when you
register at Annual Conference.
Expenses / Per diem
Clergy and lay delegates who represent a local church shall have their expenses
(including registration) paid by the local church (this includes retired clergy who are
serving a church). Lay delegates who represent an organization and extension ministers
shall have their expenses paid by the organization they represent. Retired clergy not
under appointment and clergy on disability shall receive a per diem of $65 per day for

each day attended. Lay members who do not represent a local church or conference
organization shall receive a per diem on the same basis. Retired local pastors who are
not serving a church do not retain their clergy status according to the Book of Discipline,
and so do not qualify for a per diem.
Has There Been a Change in your Lay Member?
There is one lay member per appointed clergy per charge. If there has been a change
in the lay member(s) representing your charge, please make sure to share the change
with Meredyth Earnest at meredyth@sgaumc.com or let your district office know. Lay
members should be entered into the church dashboard no later than May 1, 2022.
Only credentialed delegates will be able to vote at the session.

Communications & Questions
Book of Recommendations and Reports
Most of the business items for the conference session are contained in the Book
of Recommendations and Reports (BOR). Inside the BOR you will find a complete
conference agenda, driving and parking information, helpful annual conference
information, detailed reports from conference ministries, pension and benefits
recommendations, conference budgets, and much more. One of the purposes of the
BOR is to allow you to read the recommendations and reports before you come to
conference.
By late April, the BOR will be made available in two ways. It will be made available
for download as a PDF file at no cost, in its entirety or in sections, on our conference
website (www.sgaumc.org/annualconference), and disseminated through other
electronic means. You will also be able to purchase a professionally bound printed
copy through lulu.com. Ordering information will be provided when the BOR is ready.
The Book of Recommendations will not be mailed nor will printed copies be available at
the Annual Conference session. If you prefer a printed copy versus a digital download,
you must print it at church, at home, or purchase one through lulu.com.
Questions
For questions regarding the business of Annual Conference, please contact Meredyth
Earnest at meredyth@sgaumc.com.
For questions regarding local arrangements or for general inquiries, please contact
Kelly Roberson at kelly@sgaumc.com.

Clergy Photo Directory
Clergy photos will be taken during the 2022 Annual Conference Session set
for June 5-8 in Columbus, Ga. Mrs. Anne Packard, conference historian, has
contracted with Universal Church Directories (UCD) for this year's Clergy Photo
Directory.
Here are a few things to know about this year's directory:
•

Clergy are asked to schedule an appointment online. Dates and times the
photographers will be available are listed below as well as directions to
make your appointment.

•

Sign up early to reserve your time.

•

While clergy will have their photo taken by themselves for the directory. If
the clergy person has a spouse and would like to take a second professional
photo, they are welcome to do so.

•

Any questions or concerns can be expressed by emailing Anne Packard at

•

director@mooremuseum.org or by calling 912-638-4050.

Dates and Times
Sunday, June 5
Monday, June 6
Tuesday, June 7

2:00 PM – 6:30 PM
10:00 AM – 5:30 PM
8:00 AM – Noon

Directions to reserve a photography session
1.

Go to www.ucdir.com

2. Towards the top and right of the home page, you should see Photography
Appointment Scheduling Login. Click on this tab.
3. Church Code: ga154 / Password: photos / Press Enter
4. Click on the day that you would like, and it should reveal the available time
slots
5. Click on the time slot and enter your
information

1st
6th
8th
9th
10th
23rd
24th
30th

Ed Chance
Alivia Palmore
Terry Deloach
Steve Sirmons
Joey Holloway
Perry Medley
Dorsia Atkinson
Kristen Cason

4th

James & Joanne Snell

9th
16th
19th
22nd

Patrick & Paris Brannen
David & Brandy Donnan
Jeane & Jimmie Sturdivant
Perry & Sophia Medley

Cares, Concerns and Praises
The family of Rev. Robert Poston – Black Creek UMC
Mr. Eddie Tyson – District Trustee Chair
Rev. Ricky Varnell – LifeSpring UMC
Jackie Varnell – wife of Rev. Ricky Varnell
Tracey Varnell – Daughter of Rev. Ricky Varnell
Rev. Brian Durden – Ruth’s Chapel/Ailey UMC
Joni Durden – wife of Rev. Brian Durden
Brenda France – wife of Rev. Fesse France
Patsy Blalock – wife of retired Rev. David Blalock

How is UMCOR at work in Ukraine and how can I help?
United Methodist Global Ministries offers an eight-question guide to the history
of Methodism in Ukraine, how UMCOR is responding, and the best ways for you
to help now (read full FAQ).

Pittman Park UMC raises $10,000 for Ukraine

Pittman Park UMC in Statesboro hosted a drive-through fundraiser for
Ukraine Relief on Saturday, March 5. The effort raised more than $10,000
that the church donated to UMCOR's efforts in the region. Micky Martin,
Missions Chair, organized the fundraiser in just five days. She provided
handmade keychains with the Ukrainian flag's colors as thank you gifts for donors.

Support UMCOR’s international disaster response efforts by making a gift to
Advance #982450.

Job Opportunity
Wrens United Methodist Church is seeking a part-time children/youth
director. The position includes conducting discipleship activities and events
that are conducive to spiritual growth in keeping with Wesleyan theological
doctrines and teachings. The position would require workings closely with
staff and congregation to further the overall mission and wellbeing of the church.
Candidates will need to have a clean background and driving record, willingness
to obtain a CDL (25 passenger church bus), and most importantly a desire to share
the Gospel with youth and children. Qualified candidates can inquire about the
position with the church office and 706-547-6577 and forward resumes to our
email: wrensumc@gmail.com

Georgia United Methodist Foundation Newsletter
Check out the latest news at www.gumf.org.
Sign up at www.gumf.org/stay-connected to have the latest news
delivered right to your inbox.
To learn more about GUMF’s faith-based financial solutions for
investing, lending, training, and planned giving, please contact
770-449-6726 or 478-256-7130 (South Georgia) or info@gumf.org.

GUMF Raises Certificate Rates on March 1, 2022
Effective March 1, 2022, Georgia Methodist churches, ministries, and members
that invest a minimum of $5,000 in 1-, 2-, 3-, or 4-year fixed-rate certificates
through the Georgia United Methodist Foundation (GUMF) will earn higher
interest rates.* This rate change will apply to new certificates issued starting
March 1. Please see new rates below. Your investment, which in turn provides
funds for loans to Georgia-based churches and agencies, will help you save more
while growing God's kingdom.

1-Year = 1.00%
2-Year = 1.15%
3-Year = 1.30%
4-Year = 1.50%

GOLDEN CROSS FUND
The Golden Cross Fund is a ministry that reaches out in love to the laity in our
Annual Conference who are experiencing financial difficulty due to excessive
medical expenses. Through Golden Cross, United Methodists care for members
of our local churches in time of emotional stress and financial need. If you or
someone you know is struggling with medical bills, please refer them to the
Gold Cross Fund.
For more info, go to https://www.sgaumc.org/golden-cross-fund.

Licensing School
The Office of Methodist Studies, the South Georgia Annual Conference, and
the North Georgia Annual Conference work together to provide one educational
program for the licensing of all certified candidates for ministry. The Division of
Ordained Ministry, an entity of the General Board of Higher Education and
Ministry, dictates the curriculum for licensing by providing guidelines based on
competence in skills of ministry.
For further information, contact Amy Walker via email
at awalke8@emory.edu or call 404.727.4587.

Project funding for churches available through UMC FCU
The United Methodist Connectional FCU has a special loan rate available for
churches. Unsecured loans for less than $50,000 can be provided for three
and five-year terms. A number of United Methodist churches and agencies have
used these loans for repairing or replacing pews, HVAC systems, audio/visual
equipment, and more. Rates as low as 3.5%.
For details, contact Jonathan Curtis at jonathanc@unitedmethodistcu.com

GSU Wesley Foundation team serves over spring break

A team of students and leaders from the Georgia Southern University Wesley
Foundation spent three days of their Spring Break at FaithWorks in Brunswick,
serving those in need in Glynn County. From cleaning out storage rooms at The Well
to painting the entire interior of one of FaithWorks' Open Doors houses, and many,
many tasks in between, this group saved FaithWorks staff countless hours of work
so they can do more for those in need.

Epworth By The Sea
United Methodist Men Retreat
April 22 – 23, 2022
https://www.sgaumc.org/umm

Celebrating 150 Years

Camp Connect Applications
Applications are still being accepted for the 2022 Camp Connect Summer
Leadership Team at Epworth By The Sea. Applications are open to college
students who have completed at least one year of college. The Leadership
Team will commit to nine weeks of camping ministry which will include serving
hundreds of youth and children while making Christian friendships with other
staff members that last a lifetime. Click here for more information.

Camp Connect registration is open

Camp Connect, the camping ministry of the South Georgia Conference, is
headed home to Epworth By The Sea for the 2022 summer camping season!
Weekly camp dates for high school, middle school, and elementary students,
along with registration information, can be found at www.campconnectumc.org.

Lay Servant Training
Basic Lay Servant Training over Zoom: April 12, 14, 19, and 21 from 6pm-8pm.
Receiving basic Lay Servant training over zoom is a fantastic way to meet new
people and have faith-filled conversations from the comfort of your home!
After registering, you will be sent the zoom link to sign-in to the class.
Register today at sgaumc.org/layservanttraining.

Advanced Lay Servant Training over Zoom: May 17, 19, 24, and 26 from
6pm-8pm. Whether it is your first time through the Advanced Class, or you are
taking it for renewal, zoom is a great platform for those wishing to remember
how and why they are gifted to serve. We will be studying the book of Ephesians
and the Zoom platform will allow you to connect with people across the
conference! After registering, you will be sent the zoom link to sign-in class.
Register today at sgaumc.org/layservanttraining.

Certified Lay Ministry Immersion: June 20-24 at The Chapel in Brunswick.
If you have always wanted to pursue your Certified Lay Ministry certification
but did not have the weekends to give toward classes, our CLM Immersion
might be a great option for you! Take off one complete week of work and
join us for an immersion that will allow you to complete all your classes in
one week. Then finish up the assignments on your own time and finish up
after the week is over! Sound like something you would be interested in?
Register today at sgaumc.org/certifiedlayministrytraining

