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Alive Together At The Table
Rev. Jimmy Cason to serve as Northeast
District Superintendent
Bishop Lawson Bryan has announced the projected appointment of Rev. Jimmy Cason as the
Northeast District Superintendent, effective June 2021.
Rev. Jimmy Cason, who retired at the 2020 Annual Conference session, will succeed Rev. Chris
Ramsey, whose new appointment will be announced when local church appointments are
released. In June, Rev. Ramsey will have served his full eight years as a District Superintendent.
Prior to retiring in 2020, Rev. Cason served 11 years as senior pastor of Statesboro First United
Methodist Church. From 2002 to 2009 he served as superintendent of the Statesboro District.
He has also pastored congregations in Vidette, Savannah, Lizella, Leesburg, and Sandersville.
Rev. Cason’s appointment will be a one-year, interim appointment.
“Our goal was to appoint someone who has the background and experience to understand the
needs of the district, a proven ability to be a good shepherd to local churches, and the spiritual
maturity to provide non-anxious leadership over the next conference year,” Bishop Bryan said.
“I am grateful to Rev. Cason and for his willingness to respond to my request that he serve in
this role for the next year, and I am glad the Cabinet will have the benefit of his experience and
steady leadership over the next conference year.”
Since retiring last year, Rev. Cason and his wife, Susan, have continued to live in Statesboro.
Rev. Cason currently serves as the chairman of the Conference Committee on Episcopacy and
on the Board of Ordained Ministry.
“While I was stunned by the Bishop’s invitation to serve on the Cabinet, I also feel a sense of

joyous anticipation to be able to renew relationships,” Rev. Cason said. “I look forward to
being present with people and offering encouragement as we do ministry together during this
pandemic and time of uncertainty in our church.”
The other five district superintendents currently serving will be reappointed to serve in their
respective districts. Rev. David Thompson will continue as the Coastal District Superintendent;
Rev. Craig Hutto will continue to serve as the North Central District Superintendent; Rev. Steve
Patton will continue serving as the Northwest District Superintendent; Rev. Paula Lewis will
continue to serve as the South Central District Superintendent; and Rev. Doreen Smalls will
continue serving as the Southwest District Superintendent.
“As Chris completes his eight years on the Cabinet, I want to take this opportunity to express
my gratitude for his commitment to the Northeast District and our conference,” Bishop Bryan
said.
Bishop Bryan and the Appointive Cabinet continue their work to prayerfully discern the pastoral
appointment changes. They will meet nearly weekly through mid-April to make decisions and to
prayerfully seek God’s guidance. Throughout the process, District Superintendents will continue
to be in conversation with congregations and clergy as needed.
The Bishop and Cabinet have set April 18 as the day appointments will be announced in local
churches and placed on the Conference website.
“I ask for your continued prayers for our Cabinet, for every local church, and for every pastor,
for we all want to be alive together in ministry,” Bishop Bryan said. “We want the appointmentmaking process to be a part of that which looks for liveliness and energy and to prosper what
God is doing in our lives.”
All appointments are considered firm projections pending the official announcement at the
conclusion of the virtual one-day Annual Conference session on June 7.
Click here to read a word from the Bishop about the 2021 appointment making process.
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New District Website
Thank you, Kelly Roberson, Director of Communications for
the South Georgia Conference, for updating the Northeast District website!

Annual Conference Session 2021
2021 Annual Conference will meet electronically June 7,
online worship service dates announced.
A word from the Conference Secretary (1/25/2021):
Dear Lay and Clergy Members of the Annual Conference,
Bishop Lawson Bryan, in collaboration with the Annual Conference Program Committee, the
officers of the Annual Conference, and the Cabinet, announces that the 2021 South Georgia
Annual Conference session will be held electronically.
During the past 10 months, Bishop Bryan and the Program Committee have closely monitored
the ongoing coronavirus pandemic as we planned for the 2021 event. Throughout, we
remained cautiously optimistic about hosting Annual Conference in-person in June. The
Program Committee met on January 20 to assess the current state of public health and review
the 400 survey responses from laity and clergy about the format of the 2021 session.
As COVID-19 cases continue to rise not only in our own area but across the country, we have
reached the difficult decision that we cannot safely host an in-person event in June. Thanks in
part to the responses to the survey sent earlier this month, we feel confident that this decision
is the best one to protect the safety of our members.
Our contractual obligations with the convention center in Columbus and Valley Hospitality - the
group that handles the hotel blocks for our conference - necessitate us making a decision now
rather than waiting closer to June. Reaching a decision before January 28, 2021, means we will
not forfeit more than $3,000 in vendor deposits. We also want to treat our business partners in
Columbus fairly, giving them time to secure other clients for the dates we are releasing. In
addition to being a good steward of the conference’s funds, making the decision at this time
allows our conference committees the necessary time to plan for an outstanding virtual
session.
“I know that our desire is to be together in the same room with our South Georgia family.
Connection and fellowship are things we highly value,” Bishop Bryan said. “However, I am
appreciative of the input of our laity and clergy in the survey that let us know we are not yet
ready to meet in a group of 1,000 people. I am also appreciative of the thoughtful and careful
deliberation of the program committee as we seek to make wise decisions to prepare the
safest environment for our Annual Conference Session.”
The theme for the 2021 Annual Conference Session is “Alive Together at the Table.”
“The Lord has prepared the South Georgia table for us,” Bishop Bryan said. “You have proven
that we know how to be together at the table - even virtually - and we want to respond to
Christ’s invitation to come to the table.”

We look forward to welcoming you to the electronic 2021 Annual Conference session on
Monday, June 7.
Alive Together at the Table,
Meredyth Earnest,
SGA Conference Secretary
2021 SGA ANNUAL CONFERENCE SESSION: DATES TO NOTE
Just as in 2020, a lot of thought and care is going into what our electronic Annual Conference
looks like and how both the business sessions and worship services will flow.
The electronic clergy session is set for Tuesday, June 1, 2021, from 10 am - noon, and the
one-day electronic annual conference session is set for Monday, June 7, beginning at 8:30 am.
In addition to the business sessions, an online Retiree Recognition Service will take
place Tuesday, June 1 at 7 pm to honor and recognize clergy retiring in 2021. An online
Memorial Service to remember clergy and clergy spouses who have passed away in the past
conference year is set for Thursday, June 3 at 7 pm.
Those approved for provisional membership or full connection at the clergy session will be
commissioned or ordained in a local church setting on Sunday, June 6. The Commissioning and
Ordination Service(s) will be live streamed so the entire conference may share in this important
worship experience online.
More details about all these events are forthcoming.
SGA CONFERENCE GATHERING | October 9, 2021
In addition to the June annual conference session, Bishop Lawson Bryan has set Saturday,
October 9, 2021, as a post-General Conference gathering. Our hope is that this gathering will
take place in person at a conference-central location to be announced at a later date. However,
if it is not yet safe to do so, Bishop Bryan has asked that all members plan to gather
electronically.
RESOLUTIONS
As in 2020, resolutions will not be considered at the 2021 Annual Conference session due to the
electronic nature of the conference. Please review the resolutions page for details.
BOOK OF RECOMMENDATIONS AND REPORTS | Available by May 1
Business items for the 2021 Annual Conference session are contained in the Book of
Recommendations and Reports (BOR). The purpose of the BOR is for delegates to have the
necessary recommendations and reports to read and study prior to the conference session.
The BOR will be made available to the conference by May 1.
DELEGATES TO THE 2021 ANNUAL CONFERENCE SESSION
Churches are to ensure that the name and email address of the lay member(s) representing
their church is entered into the conference database - through the Local Church Dashboard -

no later than April 1, 2021. Especially important in an electronic meeting format, this
information allows us to deliver communication to delegates, along with the necessary
individual voting credentials (to be sent closer to the session date(s)). If you need assistance
with this process, please contact your District Office.
2021 ANNUAL CONFERENCE SESSION TIMELINE
*Please note: Details are forthcoming. To receive updates, please be sure an email address is
entered into the Conference database for all clergy and lay members.
March 10
April 1
May 1
June 1
June 1
June 3
June 6
June 7

Book of Recommendations and Reports Submission Deadline
Delegate Contact Information Submission Deadline
Book of Recommendations and Reports Published
Electronic Clergy Session 10 a.m. - 12 noon
Online Retiree Recognition 7 pm
Online Memorial Service 7 pm
Service(s) of Ordination/Commissioning (live-streamed)
Electronic Annual Conference Business Session - 8:30 am

QUESTIONS
For questions regarding the business of Annual Conference, please contact
Meredyth Earnest, Conference Secretary, at meredyth@sgaumc.com.
For general inquiries, contact Kelly Roberson, Director of Communications,
at kelly@sgaumc.com.
Social Media for the 2021 Annual Conference
Facebook: www.facebook.com/sgaumc
Twitter: www.twitter.com/sgaumc / #sgaumc
Instagram: www.instagram.com/sgaumc

2020 STATISTICAL TABLES ARE NOW OPEN
You may access the tables and find useful instructions for logging on here. Or, go
to the Conference website, click "Departments", click "Administrative Services", then click
"Statistical Tables" on the right sidebar.
This page links you to the stats website -- BUT READ THROUGH THE PAGE FIRST. You may find
it helpful to print it out, so you have the details you will need later on. I know this sounds
simplistic -- but at least 75% of the calls we receive are for information that is found on that
page. Save yourself some time and frustration by going over the details first.
LOGIN INFORMATION
Your username is the 6-digit general church number found in parenthesis on your church's
apportionment bill.
For convenience, we have 2 logins for each church; one for the pastor, and one for the
staff member or layperson the church designates to assist in the tables (church secretary,
financial secretary, treasurer, etc.). For pastors you will add a p to the end of the 6-digit
number. For treasurers/financial secretaries you will add an o to the end of the 6-digit number
(letter o, not zero). Your login might be 345126o, or 345126p.
Your password is 12345678. You will be able to reset the password once you login
(but you do not have to).
It is possible for 2 or more laypersons to share a login, but they will have to both use the
same password.
TWO QUIRKS YOU WILL ENCOUNTER
• Line 50 on Table 2 CANNOT BE ENTERED and WILL NOT AUTO TOTAL as you enter

numbers. There is an update function that will be run daily to update this line. We
will run an update every morning, so just login a day or two after you complete your
report to print out a good copy. If any information for the church or pastor is
incorrect, please e-mail Hope Smith.
• Line 40 will not auto total unless you tab through each of the lines. When you tab

through 40a and 40b, then 40 will total automatically.

DEADLINE

All 3 Tables should be completed by
March 9, 2021.
The tables will close soon after.

We have a deadline to report these numbers to GCFA, and we must work on them to be
able to run our apportionments. We always need some time to look for errors and help our
churches not have costly mistakes. We appreciate the courtesy and grace you show by doing
your statistical reports on time.
IMPACTING YOUR APPORTIONMENTS
Beginning membership on line 1 will be exactly what your ending membership was on
your 2019 Statistical Tables. Ending membership on line 4 is what we will use to calculate
apportionments for 2022. Lines 39-47 on Table 2 are the financial expenses figures we will
use to calculate apportionments. PLEASE NOTE the warnings relative to line 47. Mistakes on
this line are the most frequent cause of unusual increases of a church's askings.
The income figures on Table 3 are very helpful for us and for the general church as we do
some research -- but they are NOT used in calculating your askings. Our Conference delegates
voted to use expense figures, not income figures, in apportionment calculations. So accurately
reporting your savings, investments, and income will not cause your askings to go up.
GOOD NEWS -- SOME DATA ALREADY IMPORTED
We have used a data sync to import some information already in our computer systems to
keep you from having to enter the same information over and over again. Your beginning
church membership, church apportionment payments info, advance special payments and
clergy benefit payment info has been imported. You may view this information but will be
unable to change it. If your records do not agree, or you need any assistance completing these
reports, please contact Hope Smith, Derek McAleer, or Laura Hatcher at 478-738-0048.
NEW STATISTICAL TABLE FAQ AVAILABLE
We have put together a list of answers to the most frequently asked questions. You
can find it here.
WEBINAR RECORDING AVAILABLE
I did a webinar on Jan 14, going over many details of the Statistical Reports. If you are
interested, you can watch the video here. You can download the PowerPoint and similar
info from our Statistical Reports web page.
THANK YOU - THANK YOU - THANK YOU
I know this is a tedious job, and not one many of us enjoy. But with all that is going on in
the church, this year’s numbers will likely be used in a variety of ways in which they usually are
not consulted. PLEASE help us be prepared by getting as good a set of numbers as you can get
reported on time.
BLESS YOU! DEREK

South Georgia Conference Sexual Ethics Training
In consultation with Bishop Bryan and the Cabinet, we have made the decision to offer the 2020-21
Sexual Ethics Workshops via a virtual platform. Instead of a day-long, in-person event, participants will
be able to complete the necessary requirements by watching videos and participating in a small group
Zoom discussion meeting. We feel like this will be the best way to meet the requirements of our Standing Rules around this important topic during a time when a gathering of 90+ clergy is not deemed safe.
The first workshop offering will be in late October. Two additional workshop offerings will be held
in February and April and will follow the same format outlined below. For those who have already
registered for the September 17 workshop, a separate email with instructions will be sent.
Virtual Format
There will be four videos that will be sent to clergy registered for the workshop. You will have a twoweek window to watch all four videos. At the time the videos are sent to you, you will also sign up for
one of several Zoom discussion meetings that will be held after that two-week period. You will need to
join a discussion meeting in order to receive credit for the workshop.
The Zoom discussion meetings, composed of small groups of clergy, will be facilitated by me and will last
1 ½ hours. Again, you must attend one of these meetings in order to get credit. After you complete the
process, you will receive a CEU certificate.
Registration & Payment
To register for one of the upcoming workshops, please click one of the following links.
•

October: https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SexualEthicsWorkshopOctober2020

•

February: https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SexualEthicsWorkshopFebruary2021

•

April: https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SexualEthicsWorkshopApril2021

The cost of the workshop is $35.00.
As a reminder, we have provided a list on our website of who is due to complete the workshop by the
2021 Annual Conference session. (Click here to view the list.)
I know this will be new and different. My desire is to make this opportunity somewhat flexible as to
when you watch the videos while also allowing the important aspect of discussion around some of these
complex topics. I am appreciative of your flexibility around all of this. Keep this process and me in your
prayers as I put together this material in a way that speaks to our collective minds, hearts, and souls
while maintaining the sacred trust we share as clergy.
For questions, please email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com. Gratefully, Deborah

Pastors in the Northeast District Needing
Sexual Ethics Re-Certification
By Annual Conference 2021
Dorsia Atkinson
Steve Brown
Mark Hardin
Sonny Moon
Tom Tidwell

Judson Barnes
Brian Durden
Michael Kennedy
Robert Poston
Karen Zeigler

Mira Barrett
Bruce Eaton
Thomas Kennison
Jeane Sturdivant

Clergy Financial Literacy Academy
The Clergy Financial Literacy Academy is an electronic toolbox developed by the
Georgia United Methodist Foundation to equip and empower you to make better
financial decisions! CFLA is now open and taking registrations for the next training
of cohorts.
The cost of the program is $50. The estimated time to complete the course is 12
hours of individual computer time and six mandatory Zoom sessions. There will be
optional Zoom office hours after the sessions.
To learn more, contact Rev. Keith E. Lawder, GUMF President/CEO, at
770-449-6726, 877-220-5664, or klawder@gumf.org, or
Dr. Laudis H. "Rick" Lanford, GUMF Regional Vice President, at
478-256-7130 or rlanford@gumf.org.
More information can also be found online.

Georgia United Methodist Foundation Newsletter
Check out the latest edition.
Sign up at www.gumf.org/stay-connected to have
Growing Generosity delivered right to your inbox.
For more information, please contact GUMF at
770-449-6726, 877-220-5664 or info@gumf.org

3rd
8th
10th
16th
17th
19th
19th
25th

Janet Carnley
Bill Bagwell
Ruthie Robbins
Barbara Sharpe
Ricky & Jackie Varnell
George & Marty Durham
James Snell
Mindy Williams

3rd
9th
15th
17th
18th
19th
24th

Mike Hammond
Jay Williams
Sophia Medley
George Durham
Tom Oliver
Brenda France
Larry Bird

To Rev. Steve Brown and family with the passing of his wife, Freiya Brown.
To Rev. Chad Watkins and family with the passing of his mother.
To the family of Mrs. Elizabeth Thompson, widow of Rev. Griffin Thompson.

2021 Dates for Lay Ministries (LSM and CLM)
The 2021 dates for Lay Ministries - Lay Servant Training and Certified Lay
Ministry - have been posted on the conference website. The time is right for
churches to take advantage of these leadership development opportunities.
More than ever, we need well trained leaders in our local churches. For more
information, contact Anne Bosarge, Associate Director, Office of Congregational
Development, at anne@thechapelministries.com or 912-262-1331.

Camp Connect opens for summer 2021!
Camp is back! And this time, with a twist. With Epworth By The Sea remaining
closed to the public for the 2021 summer, Camp Connect is packing up and
moving 18 miles away to Camp Jekyll on Jekyll Island! Registration is now
open for all six camps (Bridge Camp, High School Camp, two Middle School Camps
and two Elementary Camps). We cannot wait to see you on Jekyll Island this
summer for a once-in-a-Camp-Connect experience!
More information I Registration

Apply today for Camp Connect Leadership Team!
Applications are now being accepted for the 2021 Camp Connect Summer
Leadership Team. Applications are open to college students who have completed
at least one year of college. The Leadership Team will commit to nine weeks of
camping ministry which will include serving at high school, middle school, and
elementary camps. These camp counselors will minister to hundreds of youth and
children throughout the summer while making Christian friendships with other
staff members that last a lifetime.
For more information, click here or contact Suzanne Akins, Camp Director,
at (912) 638-8626 ext. 107 or by email at suzanne@sgaumc.com.
Follow Camp Connect on Facebook: www.facebook.com/CampConnectUMC.

General Conference Postponed to 2022
Bishops call Special Session for May 8
2/25/2021
Meeting on February 20, the Commission on the General Conference made a decision to
further postpone the 2020 General Conference until August 29 – September 6, 2022 in
Minneapolis, Minn. as the COVID-19 pandemic continues to affect the safety of mass
gatherings and travel.
It is the Commission’s responsibility to select the site and set the dates of General Conference.
Further, the Book of Discipline requires the Commission on the General Conference to "take
necessary measures to assure full participation of all General Conference delegates." The
Commission concluded that mandate was not achievable by means of either an in-person
meeting in 2021 or a virtual meeting.
In making the decision, the Commission determined that it was not feasible to safely hold an
in-person meeting involving all delegates as currently scheduled for August 29 - September 7,
2021 due to a number of barriers:
•

The number of COVID cases continues to rise, with nearly 2.49 million confirmed cases the week of February 15.

•

Vaccine is not expected to be widely available this year in many countries, and
new variants of the virus which may be resistant to vaccines are emerging globally.

•

International travelers to the U.S. must show proof of negative COVID-19 test results
no more than three days prior to travel, but in many places, testing is not readily
available or provided free of charge.

•

Visa services remain limited in some areas.

There also remains the possibility that a temporary six-month visa bond program which
requires bonds of $5,000 - $15,000 per person for residents of some countries could cost up
to $2.5 million in bonds for affected delegates if the program should be extended beyond June.
The Commission’s decision was informed by the report of the Technology Study Team
appointed to explore the implications of options for accommodating full participation at
General Conference, including but not limited to the possibility of utilizing technology and
online voting, in considering whether the meeting should be held virtually.
According to their report, “The study team considered a number of challenges and implications,
including how to keep participants safe, providing for global participation, safeguarding the
integrity of the voting and credentialing process, and meeting legal requirements …”

The Technology Study Team analyzed a variety of options, including an entirely electronic
General Conference with participation from individual locations; an entirely electronic General
Conference with delegates gathering at regional satellite hubs; and two sessions, with the first
part being electronic and the second part in-person when it is safe to convene. None of these
options were determined by the study team to be viable.
The study team did find that a more traditional method—utilizing mail ballots to vote on
emergency actions—could help The United Methodist Church to address important, urgent
matters through the General Conference. Their report recommended utilizing mail ballots for
making a limited number of “Emergency Interim Actions” on which the General Conference
delegates would indicate a yes or no vote for each item.
“The Commission shared the study team’s findings and recommendations with the officers of
the Council of Bishops in a collaborative effort to jointly explore how this alternative might be
utilized to address critical matters until an in person gathering of delegates can be safely
convened next year,” said commission chair Kim Simpson.
Some of the concerns mentioned in the report regarding having a virtual session include:
•

Lack of infrastructure in some areas, including Internet access, Internet speed, and
electricity

•

Lack of technology for equitable Holy Conferencing

•

Complexity of the legislative committee process

•

Concerns about accurate credentialing and verification of identity

•

Difficulties in seating reserve delegates properly

•

Security of voting

•

Safety concerns about regional satellite gatherings

Simpson said the August-September dates in 2022 will mean that General Conference will be
one day shorter than planned for 2021; however, these dates were the only option available.
Simpson said that the Commission regrets the fact that these dates once again conflict with the
start of the academic year in the U.S. which a group of young adults had asked the Commission
to avoid, but there were no other dates available.
Bishops call Special Session of General Conference, create timeline for moving forward
In response to the further postponement of the 2020 General Conference, the Council of
Bishops (COB) is calling a Special Session of the General Conference of The United Methodist
Church (UMC) to be convened online on May 8, 2021.
According to the call letter signed by COB President Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey, the Special
Session will be held in accordance with Division Two - Section II - Article II of The Constitution of
The United Methodist Church as recorded in Paragraph ¶14 of The Book of Discipline (2016).
The purpose of the 2021 Special Session of the General Conference will be limited to gaining a
quorum in order to suspend the rules for the sole purpose of allowing the use of paper ballots
to act upon 12 pieces of legislation that would enable the church to effectively continue its

work until the postponed 2020 General Conference is held in 2022. While other potential
amendments were considered, it was agreed that these 12 pieces of legislation would enable
the church to continue its administrative functions appropriately. Click here to read the 12
pieces of legislation.
All decisions will be limited to paper ballots and confined to the designated twelve (12)
amendments to the Book of Discipline in order to fulfill the mandate of ¶511.4.d., which
calls for the Commission on the General Conference “to assure full participation of all General
Conference delegates,… ”
Bishop Harvey stated, “The exclusive use of paper ballots will allow for the fullest participation
of delegates from across the denomination. Full participation on the part of all elected
delegates is a justice issue that must not be ignored or sacrificed. This is why the convened
session online must be confined solely to gaining permission for the mailed in paper ballots.”
The decision to call the Special Session came in conjunction with the Commission on the
General Conference’s announcement of a further postponement of the 2020 General
Conference to August 2022. The General Conference had been previously postponed to
August 2021 due the COVID-19 pandemic. It is now scheduled to take place August 29 to
September 6, 2022, in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Click here to read the Commission’s
announcement.
“Our current Book of Discipline was never written with a worldwide pandemic in mind. When
we became aware of the need for a further postponement, we knew that some action needed
to be taken in order to free the church to operate and continue to fulfill its current mission until
we could gather in person,” Bishop Harvey stated, noting that substantive issues related to
separation and regionalization should be reserved to an in-person forum where debate,
amendment, and discernment could be conducted with integrity and full participation.
The Council of Bishops and the Commission on the General Conference have been working
collaboratively to determine the best way for the General Conference to meet and maintain the
Church’s current commitment to mission and ministry as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.
According to the Constitution of the Church, the Special Session of the General Conference shall
be composed of the delegates elected to the postponed 2020 General Conference or their
lawful successors.
The Secretary of the General Conference will communicate with annual conference secretaries
regarding the logistics of the Special Session.
In addition, The Council of Bishops and the Commission on the General Conference have agreed
on a timeline of events that will create a pathway for the church in this liminal time. This
timeline includes Special Sessions of the Jurisdictional Conferences to be held virtually in July
2021 (for the purpose of retiring bishops, announcing coverage of areas, and determining if or
how many bishops will be elected in each Jurisdiction) and regular in-person Sessions of the

Jurisdictional Conferences following the postponed 2020 General Conference in the Fall of 2022
(for the purpose of electing bishops, making assignments for the new quadrennium, electing
members to General Boards/Agencies, etc.).
Under this timeline, General Boards & Agencies would maintain their current memberships
until after the postponed General Conference in 2022.
Click here to read the full letter sent to the Secretary of the General Conference, the
Chairperson of the Commission on the General Conference, heads of delegations to the
2020 General Conference (or successors) and conference secretaries.

Sunday, March 14, 2021
Daylight Saving Time

Don’t forget to move your clocks forward one hour and
to check your smoke alarms.

Journal of the South Georgia Annual Conference
2020 Journal of the South Georgia Annual Conference
The 2020 Journal of the South Georgia Annual Conference is now available to order and
download. Those wishing to purchase a Conference Journal will order their copy(ies) online.
directly from the printer. The cost of the Journal is $25 each plus tax and shipping. This
method has streamlined the ordering process and promotes better stewardship of Conference
resources. The Journal is also available as a free PDF download. If you have questions, please
contact the Conference Journal Editor, Meredyth Earnest, at meredyth@sgaumc.com.

CLICK HERE to order your printed copy
Each print copy of the Journal costs $25 plus tax and shipping.
Digital download / free PDF
The Journal Committee is offering a digital copy of the
Journal of the South Georgia Annual Conference as a free
PDF download. Adobe Acrobat Reader is required to
download the file(s). If you do not already have it installed,
visit www.adobe.com and follow the instructions.

Licensing School
The Office of Methodist Studies, the South Georgia Annual Conference, and the North Georgia
Annual Conference work together to provide one educational program for the licensing of all
certified candidates for ministry. The Division of Ordained Ministry, an entity of the General
Board of Higher Education and Ministry, dictates the curriculum for licensing by providing
guidelines based on competence in skills of ministry.
For further information, contact Amy Walker via email at awalke8@emory.edu or call
404.727.4587.

Saturday, March 20, 2021
First Day of Spring

March 19 & 20

You are invited to "Come to the Table for Justice & Hope" for this year's annual
UMW Spiritual Growth Retreat. As we gather together at the virtual table, we will
explore the question: how do Christian women stand firm in faith and witness In
today's chaotic world?
The year's speakers are Rev. Earnestine Campbell, senior pastor of Epworth UMC
in Columbus; Rev. Christy Bandy, senior pastor of Cairo First UMC; and Bishop R.
Lawson Bryan, episcopal leader of the South Georgia Annual Conference. Music
will be led by Cameron Rolling, music director at Centerville UMC.
More information

On March 4, Join Nona Jones at
Bishop Palmer’s Leadership Clinic
In partnership with Cokesbury and Amplify Media, Bishop Gregory Palmer’s
guest for this month’s Leadership Clinic will be author and pastor Nona Jones—the
globally renowned expert on social media ministry. Nona will provide her unique
point of view on the age of digital discipleship from her best-selling book From
Social Media to Social Ministry. You’ll learn practical steps to take your church’s
ministry and discipleship to the next level, into the digital age.
Register now for the March 4th Clinic, presented live online via Zoom, from 10:00
A.M. to 12:00 P.M.

Organist and Minister of Music - Statesboro First UMC
2/25/2021
Statesboro First United Methodist Church, in Statesboro, Georgia, is seeking a
unique and called person to serve as Organist and Minister of Music. We seek a
mature, growing Christian who serves out of a solid faith in Jesus Christ. This
person will work within a team atmosphere and be responsible for congregational
and choral music at two weekly Traditional services, seasonal worship services, to
continue attracting and engaging the University vocalists who participate in the
choir. A degree in music is preferred and salary is commensurate with experience
and qualifications. To apply, email a cover letter, resume, and a list of references
to mail@statesborochurch.com. Call the church office for more information at
(912) 764-7589.
Contact: Rev. Dr. Scott Hagan
Address: PO Box 2048 Statesboro GA 30459
Phone: (912) 764-7589
Email: mail@statesborofirst.com
Website: https://www.statesborofirst.com

Full Time Director of Youth Ministries – Swainsboro First UMC
Swainsboro First United Methodist Church is seeking a full-time Director of
Youth Ministries. Swainsboro is a vibrant mid-sized church with a growing
children’s ministry and desires to extend this success into the youth and young
adult age groups. This position would begin in June. Salary and benefits would be
commensurate with education, experience, and position development. Interested applicants should submit a Cover Letter, Resume and a list of references to
the following email address: funcswainsboro@gmail.com.
Contact: Rev. David Unkles at 478-237-7535 for more information

Responding to the Texas Winter Storms 2021
Residents across Texas endured 139 hours of temperatures below freezing, widespread electricity
outages, burst water pipes and extensive property damage during the winter storm which blanketed
the state. We continue to pray for families who have lost loved ones and for the communities that are
now realizing the extent of damage as areas have thawed out.
United Methodists throughout the connection are responding. Churches in these areas are finding
creative ways to serve their communities. From opening churches as warming stations to distributing
water and blankets to those who were left without. We would like to walk alongside the North Texas
Annual Conference, The Texas Annual Conference and the Rio Grande Annual Conference in their
response to meet the needs in their areas.
Subfreezing temperatures and several inches of snow cannot slow down the ministry of our churches,
and this is the strength in the connection as we reach across boundaries to help and serve.
Below are three things we can all do now to help those impacted by this storm:
1. Pray. Please continue to pray for those whose lives have been affected by the winter storms. Please
also pray for the First Responders through the search and rescue phase of this response, Early Response
Teams, disaster coordinators, and the many volunteers in the local churches who are working tirelessly
to provide relief and assess immediate needs.
2. Give. Give to relief and recovery efforts.
• Donate online (choose the first option: Disaster Response- Outside SGA)
• Give through your local church to SGA Conference Advance #6798: Disaster Response - Outside

SGA
• Mail a check to the Administrative Services Office made out to the South Georgia Conference

and earmarked Conference Advance #6798. (address: PO Box 7727, Macon, GA 31209).
• Give through UMCOR to US Disaster Response #901670

Please do not collect or send goods and supplies unless you have a contact and clear direction for what
is needed to best assist the areas and how it would be distributed once supplies arrive. While we all
want to be helpful during this time, we also do not want to contribute to the “second disaster” in which
well-intended donations are not an actual need (or there are no current avenues for distribution)
allowing items to collect and do harm by becoming a burden to responders.
3. Connect. Stay connected to the conferences that have been impacted through their websites and
Facebook pages for updated, timely information.
Praying for all those affected and displaced from this storm.
Luis Morales
South Georgia Conference Disaster Coordinator
morhilll@gmail.com

Allison Lindsey
Director, Office of Connectional Ministries
allison@sgaumc.com

James Leon and Myrtice Marie K. Peed Award
$7,000 – $10,000
The James Leon and Myrtice Marie K. Peed Award is open only to members of the
South Georgia Annual Conference. Students must be a candidate for ministry in
the South Georgia Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church. Applicants
must be full-time undergraduate students at an accredited college or university,
or a seminary student (part-time or full-time) at a United Methodist University
Senate-approved seminary. All applicants should be pursuing academic
requirements for ordination as a deacon or elder. Recipients must serve in the
South Georgia Annual Conference for at least five years after ordination.
Note: Apply using the specific Peed Award application link.
Scholarship Code for the Peed application: “GBHEMPeed”.
The deadline is May 3, 2021.
Any questions, please do not hesitate to contact our office.
Lesley Baskette
Director of Administration,
UMCommission
770.854.7283 | umcommission.org

