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Alive Together At The Table 

Let us help each other survive 

This is a good year to remember that Thanksgiving, at its core, is about 
helping others survive. At least that’s the example of the Native Americans 
in 1620 and 1621. When they came ashore in North America, the Pilgrims 
actually landed more than 200 miles north of their intended destination. 

The captain tried to get back on course, but the weather was so bad they had no choice but to 
come ashore. 
 
The harvest season was over so there was no way they could plant seeds and grow their own 
food. Plus, they had no knowledge of the climate, soil, or type of crops that could be 
successfully grown. Winter was brutal. Half the Pilgrims died. The rest might have died also, 
except for the American Indians (Native Americans) who came to their aid. Native people were 
the key to the Pilgrims’ survival. Edwin Schupan of the National Museum of the American Indian 
in Washington, D. C., says: 
 
Not only did Native Americans bring deer, corn and perhaps freshly caught fowl … they also 
ensured the Puritan settlers would survive through the first year in America by acclimating them 
to a habitat they had lived in for thousands of years. 
 
They showed the Pilgrims how to smoke and dry indigenous meat and fish and how to grow 
corn, beans, and squash. And they taught them how to move from place to place by water  
and over land.  
 
Think of it: 400 years ago, a group of Native Americans held the lives of those Europeans in 
their hand. It would have been easy to let nature take its course and that would have been the 
end of the Pilgrims. But the Native Americans chose to help the strangers Thanksgiving, at its 
core, really is about helping others survive. 
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And that, at its core, is what the Church does. In the name of Jesus Christ, and in the power  
of the Holy Spirit, we help others survive physically, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually. The 
Church helps families survive, helps communities survive, and helps the world survive. 
 
I am writing this a few days before the national election. I am aware of the political polarization 
that is so much a part of our lives these days. Whatever the outcome of the election, we United 
Methodists are uniquely equipped to provide the spiritual strength our communities and our 
nation need to survive. We unite rather than divide. We bring down dividing walls of hostility 
through the power of the Cross (Ephesians 2:14). We look not to our own interests but to the 
interests of others (Philippians 2:4). We actively practice the non-violence demonstrated by our 
Lord Jesus Christ (Matthew 5:43-48). 
  
Thanksgiving is about helping others survive. With all that is weighing so heavily on us these 
days, may this be our resolve: in South Georgia, we will help each other survive by being Alive 
Together at the Table. 
 
Here are the questions I am asking myself this Thanksgiving: Whose life do you hold in your 
hand? How will you help them survive? 
 
Alive Together at the Table, 
R. Lawson Bryan 

  



 
 

2020 Cluster Charge Conferences Via Zoom 
 

Statesboro & Between Two Rivers Sunday, November 8, 2020 Pittman Park UMC 

 
2020 Charge Conference Consultation Schedule 

 

 
Between Two Rivers Cluster @ Sylvania FUMC Wednesday, November 4th  

10:00 am Steve Peavy 1:00 pm Jeane Sturdivant 
10:30 am Robert Poston 2:30 pm Karen Zeigler 

11:00 am Carroll Gay 3:00 pm Break 
11:30 am Judson Barnes 3:30 pm Perry Medley 

12:00 pm Dorsia Atkinson 4:00 pm Kevin Rountree 

12:30 pm Break   

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Bishop Bryan: Vote – it is our right and responsibility 

With the November 3 Election Day only one week away, I encourage all eligible voters to cast their ballot 
either in person or by absentee ballot. Each time I vote in an election, I find myself remembering what 
Teddy Roosevelt said more than 100 years ago: “The Methodist Church is the most American of all      
denominations.”  
 
He was not saying that we are more patriotic than others. Rather, he was referring to the fact that 
Methodism in America grew up alongside the developing nation. Our governing structure, for instance, 
reflects the three branches of the U.S. government: presidential, legislative, judicial. The bishops are  
our presidential officers while laity and clergy are elected as our representatives in annual conferences, 
jurisdictional conferences, and General Conference. Like the Supreme Court, our Judicial Council is   
composed of nine elected members. (Our own Warren Plowden is currently the first alternate on the 
Judicial Conference.)   
 
Today, having become a worldwide denomination, our democratic structure continues to provide an  
opportunity for church members to be directly involved in decision making.  Whether in the church or in 
the nation, we understand voting to be a privilege and a responsibility. Paragraph 164 of The 2016 
United Methodist Book of Discipline describes the importance of voting in two statements: 
 
Political Responsibility: The strength of a political system depends upon the full and willing participation 
of its citizens. The church should continually exert a strong ethical influence upon the state, supporting 
policies and programs deemed to be just and opposing policies and programs that are unjust… (Para. 
164B) 
 
Basic Freedoms and Human Rights: We hold governments responsible for the protection of the rights   
of the people to free and fair…The form and the leaders of all governments should be determined by 
exercise of the right to vote guaranteed to all adult citizens. (Para. 164A) 
 
I encourage each of us to: 

1. Prayerfully discern which candidates for public office to support. 
2. Vote. 
3. Do all in our power to ensure that every eligible U.S. citizen has access to voter registration, 

mail-in ballots, and convenient polling sites. 

The actions of voting and ensuring others have the freedom to do the same are expressions of our faith 
and witness. 

 
Sherrill and I recently voted by absentee ballot. It is our right and responsibility to vote and to work to 

make it possible for every eligible U.S. citizen to have that same opportunity. 
 

And once the election is over, let’s continue to pray for those elected and take advantage of our own 
opportunities to witness to our faith through engagement in the life of our communities, our state, and 

our nation. 
 

Alive Together at the Table, 
R. Lawson Bryan 

 



 
Annual Conference Session 2021 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2021 Annual Conference dates, Post-General Conference gathering announced 

The 2021 Annual Conference Session is set for June 6-8 at The Columbus Georgia 
Convention & Trade Center. 
  
The Annual Conference Session program committee met this week to discuss both the 
June session and other potential gatherings needed later in 2021. The 155th session of 
the South Georgia Annual Conference will meet in Columbus, Ga. beginning Sunday 
evening, June 6 and concluding on Tuesday, June 8. In addition to our time together in 
June, Bishop Lawson Bryan, in consultation with the program committee, has set a 
post-General Conference gathering for Saturday, October 9, 2021. The October   
meeting will be held in a conference-central location to be announced at a later date. 
  
The UMC’s General Conference will take place Aug. 29 - Sept. 7, 2021. An October 
gathering allows time for South Georgians to meet prior to the Jurisdictional Conference 
session which is set for Nov. 10-12, 2021, at Lake Junaluska, NC. 
  
“We know our conference will want to gather soon after the conclusion of General   
Conference to reflect upon the outcome and how that will impact South Georgia," 
Bishop Bryan said. "Our goal is to do all we can to equip our laity and clergy with        
accurate information, provide adequate time for discernment, and allow for informed  
decisions to be made as needed.” 
  
With the continued uncertainty surrounding the global coronavirus pandemic, the     
committee also discussed the feasibility of an in-person gathering.  
  
“While our plan is to meet in person in 2021, the program committee is wisely preparing 
for alternatives should an in-person gathering not be possible or recommended,” said 
Meredyth Earnest, Conference Secretary. “If a virtual Annual Conference is again    
necessary, we have shown through the 2020 session that our conference is able to   
embrace technology and conduct business efficiently online.”    
  
 

https://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/!DqEw-KR3BJdV8c7jOalsxqDVSORJtJd8t2pNrkAg9l1
https://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/!DqEw-KR3BJdV8c7jOalsxqDVSORJtJd8t2pNrkAg9l1


 
 
In order to help facilitate the planning of the Annual Conference Session and meet 
deadlines with the convention center and Valley Hospitality - the group that handles the 
hotel blocks for our conference - a decision on the type of meeting (in-person or virtual) 
will be reached and communicated by January 25, 2021. 
  
“We find ourselves in a continued state of flux around guidelines surrounding public 
health and large gatherings. Wesley’s first rule is ‘Do No Harm,’ and the program    
committee will be evaluating all factors to make the best decision possible by the   
deadlines that are set. We want to be fair to all those who are a part of planning Annual 
Conference - the Local Arrangements Committee, the Worship Committee, GNTV     
Media Ministry, and so many more - as well as meet the terms of our contracts with the 
convention center and Valley Hospitality,” Earnest said.  “We all enthusiastically look 
forward to gathering together in person once more and sharing in the joy of fellowship. 
We appreciate the patience and prayers of the conference members as we make plans 
in these challenging times.” 
  
Bishop Bryan and the program committee realize that one very important aspect of    
any annual conference session can never be replicated in a virtual gathering: being    
together.  
  
“It was clear from the 2020 evaluations that we all missed being in the same room,      
together. Fellowship is an important part of our gatherings and something we all highly 
value as part of our connectedness,” Bishop Bryan said. “However, we want to be wise 
in our decision making and make sure we are able to prepare the safest environment  
for our clergy and laity." 
  
The theme for the 2021 Annual Conference Session, “Alive Together at the Table,”       
is timely, he said. 
  
“The Lord has prepared the South Georgia table for us, and we want to respond to 
Christ’s invitation to come to the table,” Bishop Bryan said. “There is a place for each   
of us at the South Georgia table. Our souls are nourished, and our ministries are        
empowered when we are Alive Together at the Table.”   
  

Additional Information 
  
Hotel room blocks: Hotel room blocks will open on January 25, 2021. Valley           
Hospitality in Columbus has already secured more than 600 rooms for our event.  
  
Banquets, Displays & Childcare: Information regarding banquets, displays & childcare 
will be communicated in January. 
  
2020 Conference Journal: The 2020 Journal of the South Georgia Conference will be 
available this fall. When the book is complete, an announcement containing ordering 
and download information will be sent via email. Information will also be available 
at www.sgaumc.org/conferencejournal. 
  
 

http://www.sgaumc.org/!LLAQbXygWav0ni0etE8bckRjCsyOhd9-Mpnn9ZKibq+


 
Alive Together at the Table: As we spend this year focusing on being Alive Together 
at the Table leading up to Annual Conference 2021, watch the Advocate and the     
 conference website for stories about churches who are coming to the table in many  
different ways.  
 
If you and your congregation would like help creating ways to be Alive Together    
at the Table through your ministries, please reach out to Allison Lindsey at   
allison@sgaumc.com. The Connectional Ministries staff will be happy to work with you 
to provide resources or help design a program tailored to your ministry needs.   
  
Questions: For questions regarding the business of Annual Conference, please contact 
Meredyth Earnest at meredyth@sgaumc.com. 
 For general inquiries, contact Kelly Roberson at 912-270-6172 or kelly@sgaumc.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

https://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/!HyitQZWXbf4CQ-bWUIJpnSB9UiYKaKj2mUP-3tvE6IR
https://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/!ER+YtPmurLCViuIvz+Apv2fgS6ljq7ewIblEpSDtg0R
mailto:allison@sgaumc.com
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South Georgia Conference Pastoral Counsel Sexual Ethics 

 
 

In consultation with Bishop Bryan and the Cabinet, we have made the decision to offer the 2020-21   

Sexual Ethics Workshops via a virtual platform. Instead of a day-long, in-person event, participants will 

be able to complete the necessary requirements by watching videos and participating in a small group 

Zoom discussion meeting. We feel like this will be the best way to meet the requirements of our Stand-

ing Rules around this important topic during a time when a gathering of 90+ clergy is not deemed safe. 

The first workshop offering will be in late October. Two additional workshop offerings will be held          

in February and April and will follow the same format outlined below. For those who have already          

registered for the September 17 workshop, a separate email with instructions will be sent.  

Virtual Format 

There will be four videos that will be sent to clergy registered for the workshop. You will have a two-

week window to watch all four videos. At the time the videos are sent to you, you will also sign up for 

one of several Zoom discussion meetings that will be held after that two-week period. You will need to 

join a discussion meeting in order to receive credit for the workshop.  

The Zoom discussion meetings, composed of small groups of clergy, will be facilitated by me and will last 

1 ½ hours. Again, you must attend one of these meetings in order to get credit.   After you complete the 

process, you will receive a CEU certificate. 

Registration & Payment 

To register for one of the upcoming workshops, please click one of the following links. 

• October: https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SexualEthicsWorkshopOctober2020 

• February: https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SexualEthicsWorkshopFebruary2021 

• April: https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SexualEthicsWorkshopApril2021 

The cost of the workshop is $35.00. 

As a reminder, we have provided a list on our website of who is due to complete the workshop by the 

2021 Annual Conference session. (Click here to view the list.) 

I know this will be new and different. My desire is to make this opportunity somewhat flexible as to 

when you watch the videos while also allowing the important aspect of discussion around some of these 

complex topics. I am appreciative of your flexibility around all of this. Keep this process and me in your 

prayers as I put together this material in a way that speaks to our collective minds, hearts, and souls 

while maintaining the sacred trust we share as clergy.  

For questions, please email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com.  Gratefully, Deborah 

https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SexualEthicsWorkshopOctober2020
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SexualEthicsWorkshopFebruary2021
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SexualEthicsWorkshopApril2021
https://www.sgaumc.org/sexualethicsworkshops
mailto:cpcassistant@sgaumc.com


 

Pastors in the Northeast District Needing Re-Certification 
By Annual Conference 2021 

 
 
        Jason McClendon    
Christopher Archambeault     Sonny Moon     
Dorsia Atkinson      Jim Morrow     
James Baker       Janet Odegaard    
Judson Barnes       Kevin Palmore     
Mira Barrett       Steve Peavy     
Hugh Baxter       Robert Poston     
William R. Black      Larry Rader     
Patrick Brannen      Arnold Raj     
Steve Brown       William Reaves    
Randy Carnley       Jay Reppert     
Edgar Chance       Kevin Rountree    
Brian Durden       Chris Shoemaker    
George Durham      Carol Smith     
Bruce Eaton       Jim Smith     
Marc Foster       Jonathan Smith    
Kenneth Griffin      Lawson Stone     

Mary Griswell       Jeane Sturdivant    
Michael Hammond      Tom Tidwell     
Jerry Mark Hardin      David Unkles     
Brenda Sue Johnson      Chad Watkins 
Ronald Johnson      Charles Way 
Michael Kennedy      Ron Womack 
Thomas Kennison       Shareon Womack 

Michael Lyons       Karen Zeigler 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1st Carroll & Carolyn Gay   1st Sharon Moon 

7th Marc & Christie Foster   7th  Isaac Salgado 

7th Steve & Wendy Sirmons   13th Brian & Joni Durden 

14th Jesse & Brenda France   21st Amanda Morrow 

21st Kitty Newton    22nd Clarence Thompson 

24th Donna Baxter    25th Carter Berkeley 

26th Mike Lyons     27th Clay Loadman    
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Dates to Remember 
 
November 3rd Election Day 

November 8th Statesboro & Between 2 Rivers Cluster  
Conference 

November 11th  Veterans Day 

November 24th-27th District Office Closed 

November 26th  Thanksgiving Day 

     

 
 
 



 
Georgia United Methodist Foundation Newsletter   

 Check out the latest edition. 
Sign up at www.gumf.org/stay-connected to have  
Growing Generosity delivered right to your inbox.  

For more information, please contact GUMF at 770-449-6726, 877-220-5664  
or info@gumf.org. 

  
 

GUMF Lowers Loan and Certificate Rates on  

November 1, 2020 

Effective November 1, 2020, the Georgia United Methodist Foundation is         
lowering interest rates on loans. Permanent Loan fixed rates for five years will    
be lowered from 4.50% to 4.25%. Construction Loan rates with terms less than 
one year will be reduced from 5.00% to 4.90%. To learn more, please contact    
Jim Pope, GUMF Director of Lending, at 770-841-5163 or jpope@gumf.org or   

Lori Tucker, GUMF Loan Administrator, at 770-449-6726, 877-220-5664 
or ltucker@gumf.org. 

 
GUMF will also lower the rates of interest paid for renewals and new certifi-

cates effective November 1, 2020. The new rates are listed below by maturity. 
 

Certificate Terms and Rates Effective November 1, 2020* 

 

4-Year = 1.90% 

3-Year = 1.60% 

2-Year = 1.40% 

1-Year = 1.20% 
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General Conference 2021 

Revised Dates Announced for 2021 General and Jurisdictional Conferences 
GC2021: August 29 - September 7, 2021, at the Minneapolis Convention Center in Minneapolis, Minn.  
SEJ2021: November 10-12, 2021, at Lake Junaluska, N.C.  
  
The Commission on the General Conference has announced new 2021 dates for General Conference   
following the postponement of the event due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The quadrennial legislative 
event will take place on August 29 - September 7, 2021, at the Minneapolis Convention Center in      
Minneapolis, Minn.  
  
"We're grateful that we were able to secure new dates while keeping the site of General Conference in 
Minneapolis. Nearly seven years of pre-planning and preparations by the host team have gone into this 
event," said Kim Simpson, chair of the Commission on the General Conference. 
  
The Commission decided to focus on 2021 as it was not feasible to schedule any earlier with so much 
uncertainty over international travel and the spread of COVID-19. Business manager Sara Hotchkiss was 
authorized by the Commission in March to pursue negotiations for new dates with the venue and area 
hotels after the Convention Center canceled May events due to concerns over coronavirus. 
  
Hotchkiss said that it was surprising to find an available time block long enough to accommodate      
General Conference needs with so much competition for event space and lodging with other events 
shifting their dates as well. 
  
“The hospitality industry has been devastated by COVID-19 with staffing levels significantly reduced, so 
negotiating amid the pandemic was a much slower process. I am grateful for our partnerships in the     
industry we have built over the years that assisted us in getting our foot in the door early enough to find 
any dates in 2021,” said Hotchkiss. “Another challenge was to secure agreements for the number of    
hotel rooms and room types that we needed. Again, many of our partners faced furloughs and reduced 
staff hours.” 
  
Immediately following the announcement of the new dates for General Conference, the Council of   
Bishops announced that Jurisdictional Conferences in the United States will meet November 10-12, 
2021. The Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference will be held at Lake Junaluska, N.C.  
 
In the call letter to Jurisdictional Conferences secretaries and heads of delegations, COB President 
Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey noted that the dates chosen by the bishops intentionally followed the 
postponed 2020 General Conference. The bishops have the authority to set dates for the Jurisdictional 
Conferences as per Division Two - Section II - Article IV of The Constitution of The United Methodist 
Church (¶26 of The Book of Discipline  2016). 
 
As per ¶30 of The Book of Discipline, Central Conferences outside the United States will be held within a 
year following the postponed 2020 General Conference that will now be held in 2021. 

 
“The Council of Bishops encourages the entire United Methodist Church to continue in deep, unceasing 
prayer for the Holy Spirit to guide us through these unprecedented times of challenges brought by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. God, who has been with us on this journey, will see us through and bring us          
together in praise and worship,” the call letter stated. 
  
 

https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/general-conference-to-move-to-2021
http://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/files/websites/www/pdfs/cob+call+for+jurisdictional+conferences+may+26.pdf


 
The coronavirus pandemic is not the first health crisis to affect the timing of a General Conference.      
According to historical documents, the start date of the 1800 General Conference was moved up      
from October 20 to May 6 because of the prevalence of yellow fever during the fall – which is how the 
General Conference came to be held in May.  
  
The topic of General Conference dates was also discussed at a meeting of the Joint Commission on    
Unification of the Methodist Episcopal Church and the Methodist Episcopal Church South in 1920. 
Bishop Richard Cooke said, “The General Conference has full power to do many things. But it is lacking  
in divine omniscience, and cannot predict the possibility of an epidemic … Now, if there should arise any 
time in the providence of God such an epidemic as would render the meeting of the General Conference 
impracticable, the Commission would have the right … to fix such other time as might be necessary.” 

  

 
 

  

ADCA/Legislation to General Conference 2021 

The Advance Daily Christian Advocate (ADCA) contains the agenda, rules, delegate listings, petitions,   
reports from the general agencies/commissions and study committees, information for delegates, and 
codes of conduct for the General Conference. The official written languages of the General Conference 
for publication of the Advance edition include English, French, Kiswahili and Portuguese. Bound printed 
volumes of the ADCA may be purchased from Cokesbury. These PDF versions are provided for your   
convenience. 
  
View and download (PDF): 

• Volume 1 (Handbook for Delegates) 
• Volume 2, Section 1 (Reports and Proposed Legislation) 
• Volume 2, Section 2 (Reports and Proposed Legislation) 
• Proposed legislation to implement the Reconciliation and Grace Through Separation 
• French, Kiswahili, Portuguese 

  
Feedback about General Conference 

From Bishop Bryan: I have appreciated the feedback I received from clergy and laity over the past      
year when I have asked for your input. This feedback is helpful to me, and I use it to help guide future        
conversations. I want to do the same thing as we look towards General Conference.                             
 Here is a link to communicate with me any thoughts you have at this point. 
 Let us keep the conversation going!  
 
 
  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Methodist_Centennial_Year_book_for_1/kfPqAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22the+previous+one+had+been+held+in+the+fall,+but+owing+to+the+prevalence+of+yellow+fever%22&pg=PA98&printsec=frontcover
https://books.google.com/books?id=u8skAQAAIAAJ&pg=PA184&lpg=PA184&dq=%22how+the+general+conference+came+to+be+held+in+may%22&source=bl&ots=lL2PrIAv_b&sig=ACfU3U26KsXJ2kDd0zLpKaF8fzg61TX9hA&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjLyuHX2cXpAhWCLs0KHZd1BjoQ6AEwAHoECAIQAQ#v=onepage&q=%22how%20the%20general%20conference%20came%20to%20be%20held%20in%20may%22&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=u8skAQAAIAAJ&pg=PA184&lpg=PA184&dq=%22how+the+general+conference+came+to+be+held+in+may%22&source=bl&ots=lL2PrIAv_b&sig=ACfU3U26KsXJ2kDd0zLpKaF8fzg61TX9hA&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjLyuHX2cXpAhWCLs0KHZd1BjoQ6AEwAHoECAIQAQ#v=onepage&q=%22how%20the%20general%20conference%20came%20to%20be%20held%20in%20may%22&f=false
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Joint_Commission_on_Unification_of_the_M/udErAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22the+general+conference+has+full+power+to+do+many+things%22&pg=PA505&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Joint_Commission_on_Unification_of_the_M/udErAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22the+general+conference+has+full+power+to+do+many+things%22&pg=PA505&printsec=frontcover
https://www.cokesbury.com/search?q=2020+advance+daily+christian+advocate&pagenumber=1
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_Properties/general-conference/2020/documents/ADCA-English-Vol-1.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_Properties/general-conference/2020/documents/ADCA-English-Vol-2-Sec-1.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_Properties/general-conference/2020/documents/ADCA-English-Vol-2-Sec-2.pdf
https://www.gracethroughseparation.com/legislation
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/general-conference-2020-advance-daily-christian-advocate
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/HopefulConversations


 

Conference Apportionments Paid  
  



 
  



 
  



 
 

District Apportionment Paid 

  



 
  



 


