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Alive Together In Witness 

To the South Georgia Conference: 

Independence Day, a.k.a. the Fourth of July, is of great significance because it connects us to 
the founding of this nation. While the pandemic is causing alterations in how this day is ob-
served, it cannot prevent us from looking back with gratitude for this country that was founded 
244 years ago. I want us to unite in a specific prayer for our nation. 

But first, let me also remind us of Governor Kemp’s latest executive order. Issued last Monday, 
the order extends the public health state of emergency into the month of August. The infection 
rate is rising in some areas of our state and nation. We know the keys to reducing this virus: 
wearing a mask, social distancing, frequent hand washing, and those with underlying medical 
conditions staying at home. Thank you for the thoughtful ways in which you are following these 
practices as you launch a rolling restart of in-person gatherings appropriate to your context and 
your level of risk.  

Please join me in this prayer for our land: 

Lord Jesus Christ, you are the way of peace.  

Come into the brokenness of our lives and our land with your healing love. 
Help us to be willing to bow before you in true repentance, 
and to bow to one another in real forgiveness.  
By the fire of your Holy Spirit, melt our hearts 
and consume the pride and prejudice which separate us. 
Fill us, O Lord, with your perfect love, which casts out fear, 
and bind us together in that unity 

which you share with the Father and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Alive Together in prayer to the God of all nations, 

R. Lawson Bryan 
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South Georgia Annual Conference to Meet  

Virtually in August 
 

Bishop Lawson Bryan, in collaboration with the officers of the Annual Conference and the  
Cabinet, has announced that the 2020 South Georgia Annual Conference session will be  
held virtually. 
 
The clergy session is set for Sunday, August 2, 2020, from 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm, and the one-day 
annual conference session is set for Saturday, August 15, 2020, from 8:30 am - 4:00 pm.  
 
In addition to the business sessions, two special online services are being planned. A Retiree 
Recognition Service will be held Tuesday, August 11 at 7:00 pm to honor and recognize retiring 
clergy. A Memorial Service to remember clergy and clergy spouses who have passed away this 
past year is set for Thursday, August 13 at 7:00 pm.   
 
Those approved for provisional membership or full connection at the clergy session will be  
commissioned or ordained in a local church setting with only family and close friends present. 
The Commissioning Service is set for Saturday, August 8 at 2:00 pm. The Service of Ordination  
is set for Sunday, August 9 at 4:00 pm. These services will be live-streamed. 
 
The move to a virtual session was informed by a strong response to a survey sent out in May  
as well as a paper ballot vote in June to amend the Conference’s standing rules to provide for  
a virtual conference session under certain conditions, which was approved 650 to 43. 
 
“The overwhelming response to the survey and the ballot confirmed our need to plan a virtual 
session of Annual Conference rather than risking the uncertainties involved in an in-person 
gathering of hundreds of people,” Bishop Bryan said. “A lot of thought and care is going into 
what a virtual Annual Conference looks like.” 
 
Bishop Bryan has been in communication with conference leadership as well as various  
stakeholders - those being commissioned and ordained, retirees, Board of Ministry, Board  
of Laity, and Memoirs Committee - to make sure all are being heard and cared for.  
 
We are making every effort to continue and strengthen our shared ministry while protecting 
the health and well-being of all based on information that is rapidly changing,” he said.  
 
The August 2 clergy session and the August 15 business session will utilize an online  
meeting and voting platform that will allow members to securely participate using an  
internet-connected device. Several training dates have been set prior to the sessions for  
individuals to practice voting and become comfortable with the technology (see FAQs below  
for dates). A non-voting live stream option will be available on the conference website for any 
guests who wish to view the sessions. The Retiree Recognition and Memorial Services will also 
be streamed on the conference website. 
 
 



 
A condensed agenda is being developed and will be published in July, along with the Book of 
Recommendations and Reports. The agenda will include only items that are essential at this 
time so that the session can be conducted in one day.  
 
Instructions for members, details of the session, an outline of the credentialing and voting  
process, and more information will be forthcoming in the weeks ahead. Find updates as they 
are available at www.sgaumc.org/annualconference.  
 
“Thank you for your support and flexibility as we navigate planning for the 2020 Annual  
Conference session,” Bishop Bryan said. “Although this year’s session will be different than  
any we have ever experienced, I look forward to being Alive Together with each of you in      
new and exciting ways.” 
 
The 2020 South Georgia Annual Conference was originally scheduled for June and postponed  
until August 14-15, before the decision to hold a virtual gathering.  
 
 
 

Timeline 

• July 13 - Clergy must have email address on record in conference database 

• July 28 - Clergy and lay members of the Board of Ministry receive voting credentials for 
Clergy Session by email 

• July 29 - Online platform & voting training - 2 pm 

• July 30 - Online platform & voting training - 8 am 

• July 30 - Lay members must have email address on record in conference database 

• August 2 - Virtual Clergy Session, 3 pm - 5 pm 

• August 8 - Virtual Commissioning Service - 4 pm 

• August 9 - Virtual Ordination Service - 2 pm 

• August 10 - Online platform & voting training - 6 pm 

• August 11 - Online platform & voting training - 10 am 

• August 11 - Laity & clergy receive voting credentials for Annual Conference by email 

• August 11 - Virtual Retiree Recognition, 7 pm 

• August 13 - Virtual Memorial Service, 7 pm 

• August 15 - Virtual Annual Conference Session, 8:30 am - 4:00 pm 
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Bishop Bryan Sets 2020 – 2021 Appointments 

On Monday, June 8, while meeting with the Cabinet at Epworth By The Sea, Bishop R. Lawson 
Bryan fixed the 2020- 2021 pastoral appointments for the South Georgia Conference of          

The United Methodist Church. 

Welcome to your new appointments in the Northeast District: 

Ebenezer (Swainsboro) UMC: Kevin Palmore 

Harmony UMC:     Clay Loadman 

Hiltonia UMC:     Judson Barnes 

LifeSpring UMC:   Ricky Varnell 

McBride UMC:   Kevin Rountree 

Oak Park/Portal Charge:  Chris Archambeault 

Payne’s Chapel UMC:  George Durham 

Statesboro 1st UMC:  Scott Hagan 

Sylvania 1st UMC:   Dorsia Atkinson 

 

 

  
 
 

 



 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1st  Jonathan Smith    1st Brenda Rader 

2nd Janice Lee     3rd Cyndee Drake 

3rd Carolyn Gay     5th Pam Pettis 

5th Don & Helen Sparks   7th Charles & Renee Cravey 

8th Scott Brenton    8th Larry Rader 

10th Carol Collins     10th Shirley Lott 

10th Jonathan & Stephanie Smith  10th Charles Way 

11th Terry & Patsy Deloach   12th Renee Cravey 

13th Randy Carnley    13th Ron & Deborah Johnson 

13th Jennifer Wilder    14th Kenneth Griffin 

15th Dale Reeves     17th Thomas Kennison 

19th Jill Lyons     21st Carter & Faye Berkeley 

24th Sue & Richard Diebolt   25th Mike Collins 

25th Sam & Jennifer Wilder   28th Helen Sparks 

29th Jackie Varnell 
  
 

 
 



 
 

 

Dates to Remember 
 
July 27th Northeast District Set Up Meeting @ 

Pittman Park UMC @ 10:00 am 

August 2 -15 Annual Conference via ZOOM meetings  
 

     
 

South Georgia Conference Offices Are Moving 
 

The Episcopal, Administrative Services, Ministerial Service and OCM offices have 
moved into a new facility.  This will enable them to work more closely together. 

New physical address:  3040 Riverside Drive, Ste A2, Macon, GA  31210 

New mailing address:  P O Box 7227, Macon, GA  31209-7227 

Emails and phone number are not changing. 
 

 
 
 

Georgia United Methodist Foundation Newsletter   
 Check out the latest edition. 

Sign up at www.gumf.org/stay-connected to have  
Growing Generosity delivered right to your inbox.  

For more information, please contact GUMF at 770-449-6726, 877-220-5664  
or info@gumf.org. 

 

mailto:info@gumf.org


 
 

Epworth By The Sea Schedule of Events 
Details for all events can be found at www.epworthbythesea.org or call 912-638-8688. 

 

Mark Twain Meets Francis Asbury 
August 27 – 30, 2020 

This weekend-long workshop, located at the beautiful  
Epworth By The Sea, will be a Bible-based exploration of crafting sermons 

using humor and storytelling. 
www.epworthbythesea.org or more details and registration. 

 

Autumn Adventures 
Cumberland & Okefenokee Swamp National Wildlife Refuge 

An event for Older Adults 
October 12 – 15, 2020 

www.epworthbythesea.org or more details and registration. 
 
 

Certified Lay Ministry Training 
The Certified Lay Minister program is designed to offer a good foundation to 

anyone who wants to be a stronger leader in their church.  During this training, 
participants will develop a team of leaders and support system within their 
current congregation who will encourage them throughout the course and 
beyond.  Participants will also build relations with other South Georgia lay    

leaders and learn, practice, implement, share, and be inspired to take              
what they have learned and put it into action. 

 
The cost for the class is $300 per person, which includes lunch,  

snacks, and curriculum materials for the entire course. 
Register at:  www.sgaumc.org/certifiedlayministrytraining.  

 

Fall 2020:  6 Course Session 

The Pointe, Leesburg – Registration upcoming 

July 18th  9:00 am – 6:00 pm 

August 1st  9:00 am – 4:00 pm  

August 15th  9:00 am – 3:00 pm 

August 29th  9:00 am – 5:00 pm 

September 12th 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 

September 26th 9:00 am – 12:00 pm 

http://www.epworthbythesea.org/
http://www.epworthbythesea.org/
http://www.epworthbythesea.org/
http://www.sgaumc.org/certifiedlayministrytraining

