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Alive Together In The World 

The Significance of Resolution 
 

Most every year around the first of January, I have heard many people 
proclaim their New Year’s resolution; I’ve even made a few myself.  But this year 
seems a bit different.  Maybe it’s my imagination, but I have heard significantly 
less talk about resolutions this year than in the past.  I’ve noticed also that many 
resolutions deal with self-control; the top two are still losing weight and saving 
money.  (I would guess that you may have deduced that from the many 
advertisements for diet programs and exercise equipment found everywhere we 
look.)   

 
So, have you made any New Year’s resolutions?  If not, you’re not alone.  

2018 statistics show that only 9.2 percent of Americans actually followed through 
on their New Year’s resolutions.  Many folks have quit making New Year’s 
resolutions simply because they know from experience that their resolutions have 
little to no chance of seeing fulfillment.  If this sounds familiar, maybe it’s time to 
reach back to receive some fortitude and wisdom from the source.  Many times, 
the reason our resolutions fail is because they are too insignificant.  Many times, 
they lack the necessary substance to really change anything for the better or 
affect the life of the person who made the resolution in the first place. 

 
As I was reading through some scripture, I ran across a segment that read 

much like a great New Year’s resolution… that is if we accept and take ownership 
of its wisdom for ourselves. 
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Romans 12 instructs us… Let your love be sincere; hate what is evil, hold 
on to what is good; love one another with mutual affection; anticipate one 
another in showing honor.  Do not grow slack in zeal, be fervent in spirit, and 
serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, endure in affliction, persevere in prayer.  
Contribute to the needs of the holy ones, exercise hospitality. Bless those who 
persecute (you), bless and do not curse them.  Rejoice with those who rejoice, 
weep with those who weep. Have the same regard for one another; do not be 
haughty but associate with the lowly; do not be wise in your own estimation. Do 
not repay anyone evil for evil; be concerned for what is noble in the sight of all.  
If possible, on your part, live at peace with all. Beloved, do not look for revenge 
but leave room for the wrath; for it is written, "Vengeance is mine, I will repay, 
says the Lord." Rather, "if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give 
him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals upon his 
head." Do not be conquered by evil but conquer evil with good. 

 
What if this were the resolution of each and every Christian in our country?  

If we put aside all agendas that distract our focus of Jesus Christ and accept this as 
our resolution, through Jesus Christ we could change the world. Now that is 
significant enough that it may just have a chance of being fulfilled.  This year allow 
your resolution a chance of being fulfilled.  Make your resolution significant 
enough to change lives… even your own.  The last verse says it all; Do not be 
conquered by evil but conquer evil with good. 

 
This year let’s make our resolution to focus on the good that we can 

accomplish through Jesus Christ, as we Navigate to Discipleship by truly being a 
disciple of Jesus Christ and alive together in the world. 

 
Happy New Year! 
Bro. Chris 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

  

 
 

2nd Jodi Atkinson    3rd Thomas & Nicole Anderson 

4th Mark Miller     7th Jerry Sharpe 

8th Michelle Reaves    12th Mary Kennison 

13th Michael Kennedy    14th Jane Ramsey 

14th Travis Smith    16th Mike & Carol Collins 

17th Delona Watkins    17th Jay & Becky Reppert 
21st Jerry & Barbara Sharpe  24th Denise Vermeulen 

26th Michael & Carrie Anne Kennedy 31st Paris Brannen  

31st Jean Griffin     
    

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Dates to Remember 
 
January 10th   Deadline for Receiving Online Apportionment Payments 

January 11th   Deadline for Receiving Apportionments by Mail 
January 28th   Statistical Tables Open 

 

 
Prayer Concerns 

 
Rev. D.R. Parker (Stillmore UMC) passed away December 23, 2018.  Please 

remember his wife, Mary, and family in your thoughts and prayers. 



 
 
 

Lay Speaker Training 
Basic and Advanced Lay Speaking Courses 

January 18-19 | Centerville UMC | Register Here 

February 8-9 | Hahira UMC | Register Here 

March 15-16 | Pittman Park UMC | Register Here 

March 29-30 | Richmond Hill UMC | Register Here 

  

What is a Lay Speaker? 

A lay speaker is a professing member of a local church who is ready and desirous to serve the 
Church, and who is well informed on and committed to the Scriptures and the doctrine, 
heritage, organization, and life of The United Methodist Church. A lay speaker has completed 
the required training courses in lay speaking and has been approved by a district or annual 
conference committee on lay speaking. Lay speakers serve the local church by witnessing to the 
Christian faith through spoken communication, church and community leadership, and 
caregiving ministries. When certified, the lay speaker may conduct services of worship, preach, 
and lead study sessions as requested by the pastor or the district superintendent. 
  

Schedule of the Day 

Friday, 6:30 pm – 9:00 pm 
Saturday, 9:00 am – 4:00 pm 

Registration fee for the class is $25.   

This fee covers all materials and lunch on Saturday. 

(Note: Basic Lay Speaking class must be completed before taking Advanced Class) 

 

https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/LaySpeakerTrainingJan1819CentervilleUMC
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/LaySpeakerTrainingFebHahira
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/LaySpeakerTrainingMarchPP
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/LaySpeakerTrainingMarchRH


  

 
  
November 1, 2018 
 
To the Clergy of the South Georgia Conference: 
 
Thank you for your faithful response to God’s call upon your life. Each year the appointment 
making process is undertaken with a spirit of humility before God as we seek to be faithful to our 
churches and institutions as well as to our clergy and their families. That is why The Book of 
Discipline says: “Appointments are to be made with consideration of the gifts and evidence of 
God’s grace of those appointed, to the needs, characteristics, and opportunities of 
congregations and institutions, and with faithfulness to the commitment to an open itineracy.  
Open itineracy means appointments are made without regard to race, ethnic origin, gender, 
color, disability, marital status, or age, except for the provisions of mandatory retirement.” 
 
It is inspiring to see the devoted leadership being given by laity and clergy throughout the South 
Georgia Conference. Thank you especially for your caring response to those areas most 
damaged by Hurricane Michael. 
 
Listed below is information about important items such as: the clergy compensation form, the 
appointment preference form, the review of your appointment information, and orientation for 
moving pastors. Thank you for giving your full attention to these items so that the cabinet and I 
can be equipped to give our full attention to the appointment making process. 
 
I am glad to be Alive Together in Christ with you, 
 
Lawson Bryan 
 
 

 

Important Information for Clergy 
 
Below is important information regarding forms, meeting dates and timelines related to the 
appointment making process. Also included are announcements about our 2019 Annual 
Conference Session, apportionments and statistical tables. 
 

Appointment Making Process Related Information 
 
Each year the Cabinet utilizes a tool called the “Master Move Book” in order to help facilitate the 
appointment making process. This year they are also utilizing an online appointment making 
tool. The forms below are used to populate these tools and ensure accurate information is used 
as the Cabinet discusses clergy appointments. Your help in completing these forms in a timely 
manner is appreciated. 
 
Compensation Form 
Deadline to complete: December 6, 2018 
Clergy Serving a Local Church: www.sgaumc.org/dashboard 
Clergy Serving in an Extension Ministry Position: www.sgaumc.org/emdashboard 
Clergy serving a local church will utilize the Church Dashboard to complete their compensation 
form (link above).  This form is filled out as part of the Charge Conference packet. 

http://www.sgaumc.org/dashboard
http://www.sgaumc.org/emdashboard


 
Extension Ministers will utilize the Extension Ministry Dashboard to complete their 
compensation form (link above). The narrative form is also available through the dashboard if it 
has not previously been completed.  
 
The last day to make updates or complete the compensation form is December 6. Any changes 
made after this date must be made through the District Office. 
 
Appointment Preference: Report to the Bishop and Cabinet  
Form sent by: January 2, 2019 | Deadline to return: February 1, 2019 
No later than January 2, the District Office will mail to each clergyperson a form entitled “Report 
to the Bishop and Cabinet” where information relative to the appointment process for 2019 will 
be recorded. The District Office will also mail a similar report to each SPRC chairperson that  
solicits similar information. Each party is to sign the other's form after it is completed prior to       
returning to the District Office. Please remember, the deadline to return forms to the District    
Office is Friday, February 1. 
 
Appointment Information Review 
Review form made available: January 18, 2019 | Deadline to complete review: January 23, 2019 
Clergy Serving a Local Church: www.sgaumc.org/dashboard 
Clergy Serving in an Extension Ministry Position: www.sgaumc.org/emdashboard 
 
In order to provide one last snapshot for clergy to review their information prior to the printing of 
the “Master Move Book,” clergy will be asked to login to their dashboard (links above) between 
January 18 and January 23. There is nothing to complete; it is simply a one-page sheet to 
review. If there are any changes that need to be made clergy will need to contact their District 
Office. There are 5 sections to review:  
 

• Charge Membership Information for 2018 (pulled from the December Discipleship      
Report) 

• Charge Apportionment Information for 2018 (pulled from the Administrative Services    
Office)  

• Appointment Information as of 7/1/2018 (pulled from the Conference Database) 

• Compensation Information for 2019 (pulled from the Clergy Compensation Form) 

• Sexual Ethics Workshop Last Attended (pulled from the Conference Pastoral Counselor 
Office) 

Again, if there are any changes that need to be made please contact your District Office. Please 
note that the Charge Membership and Apportionment Information will be blank for Extension 
Ministers. The deadline to review this form, and to request changes to be made, is January 23. 

Cabinet Appointment Making Sessions 
The Appointive Cabinet will meet on the following dates. Consultation is a year-round process, 
and District Superintendents will continue consultations with Pastors and SPRC as needed 
throughout the appointment making process.   
 

• Appointment Making Session #1 - February 11-15 

• Appointment Making Session #2 - March 6-8 

• Appointment Making Session #3 - March 11-15 

• Appointment Making Session #4 - March 18-22 

• Appointment Making Session #5 - April 1-5 

• Anticipated release of appointments - April 7 
 
 

http://www.sgaumc.org/dashboard
http://www.sgaumc.org/emdashboard


Orientation for Moving Pastors 
Bishop Bryan and the Appointive Cabinet will host a workshop on May 22 for full-time moving 
clergy. Superintendents will release the location and time for this event in in the Spring. Please 
remember that this is a mandatory meeting for all moving pastors. 
 
Preaching Schedule & Moving Day 
In an effort to encourage clergy to take a Sabbath break, the Bishop and Appointive Cabinet 
invite all clergy, especially those who are projected to move to a new appointment, to observe 
the following: 
 
Preach in Local Churches as Scheduled – June 2, 2019 
For Clergy moving to a new appointment, you are encouraged to make this your final preaching 
Sunday in your current appointment. 
 
Pulpit Supply Sunday – June 9, 2019 
Clergy are encouraged to coordinate with their SPRC to have retired clergy or lay supply fill the 
pulpit to preach this Sunday. All clergy are invited to participate in this Sabbath break but clergy 
on the projected move list are strongly encouraged to do so. We realize this is Pentecost 
Sunday. What an exciting opportunity for the laity of the church to be involved in planning and 
leading worship so that pastors can have a Sabbath break.  
 
Moving Day – June 12, 2019  
 

Annual Conference Session Information 
 
Annual Conference Meeting Dates 
The 2019 session of the South Georgia Annual Conference will meet June 2-5 at the Columbus 
Convention Center, during which Bishop Bryan will fix the appointments for 2019-2020. The 
2019 Annual Conference will begin with the Opening Worship Service on Sunday evening, June 
2, and go through Wednesday afternoon, June 5.  All Annual Conference information can be 
found at www.sgaumc.org/annualconference. 
 
Annual Conference Materials  
All Annual Conference materials for the 2019 session will be placed on the conference and 
district websites to download and print or save to an electronic device prior to Annual 
Conference. The Book of Recommendations will also be available to order at a minimal cost 
through lulu.com. All clergy for whom we have an email address will receive a notification when 
Annual Conference materials are available. If an email address was entered during Charge 
Conference season for the lay member to Annual Conference from your church that person will 
receive an email as well. However, clergy are requested to check with the church’s lay member 
to Annual Conference to make sure they receive all of the Annual Conference materials. 
Information will also be included in the district newsletter and conference communications. 
 
Please make note of these procedures for Annual Conference materials. The process remains 
the same as last year. If printing out the materials, downloading them to an electronic device or 
ordering from lulu.com presents a hardship please let your District Office know by April 3. 
 

Apportionments 
 
Thank you for your continued faithfulness in giving to the mission and ministry of The South 
Georgia Conference and The United Methodist Church. The final day to make payments on 
your local church’s 2018 apportionments is January 11. Payments must be turned into the 
Administrative Services Office by this date.  As a reminder, there are electronic means available 
in which to pay apportionments. Also, the 2019 “Budget At a Glance,” which explains the 
various apportionments, is available at www.sgaumc.org/conferencebudget. 



 

Statistical Tables Information 
 

The Statistical Tables will launch on January 28 and must be completed by March 5. Statistical 
tables will be filled out through the Ezra website (ezra.gcfa.org/login/aspx). Login information will 
be emailed to the pastor and treasurer/financial secretary in early January. 

 
 
 

News from the Georgia United Methodist Foundation 
 

GUMF raises our rates! Watch your savings and God’s kingdom grow! 
 

Effective January 1, 2019, United Methodist churches, ministries and members who invest a 
minimum of $5,000 in 1-, 2-, 3- and/or 4-year certificates will earn higher interest rates from 
the Georgia United Methodist Foundation.* Your investment, which in turn provides funding 

for loans to churches, will help you save more while growing God’s kingdom. 
 

* 1-Year = 2.50%; 2-Years = 2.60%; 3-Years = 2.80%; and 4-Years = 3.20% 
 

To learn more about our Certificate Program, please contact Carol Johnston, GUMF Controller, 
at 770-449-6726 or cjohnston@gumf.org or Misty Kush, GUMF Accounting Assisting,  

at 770-449-6726 or mkush@gumf.org or visit https://www.gumf.org/certificates/. 
 

Thanks for your time. If you have any questions, please let me know. 
Diana Durie, Communications Manager 
Georgia United Methodist Foundation 

15 Technology Pkwy S Ste 125 | Peachtree Corners GA 30092 
770-449-6726 | 877-220-5664 | 678-523-5000 (Cell) 

ddurie@gumf.org | www.gumf.org 

 
 
 

Job Opportunity 
 

The Swainsboro First United Methodist Church is seeking a full-time Director of 
Youth Ministries.  Swainsboro is a vibrant mid-sized church with a growing 

children's ministry and desires to extend this success into the youth and young 
adult age groups.  This position would begin immediately.  Salary and benefits 

would be commensurate with education, experience and position development.  
Interested applicants should submit a Cover Letter, Resume and a list of 
references to the following email address:  sfumc.careers@gmail.com.  
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Leaders all across the South Georgia Conference have answered the call to serve 
in their local church setting. As a faithful member of your congregation, we know 
you want to serve and serve well! To help equip and empower you in your minis-
try role, the 2019 Leadership Tour will offer practical teaching and resources to 
both inspire you and help you lead with confidence. This free event is sponsored 
by the Office of Connectional Ministries.  

Download a flyer to promote this event in your local church. 

January 6 | Americus First UMC | Register Now 

January 13 | Pine Forest UMC, Dublin | Register Now 

January 20 | Tifton First UMC | Register Now 

January 27 | Springfield UMC | Register Now 

  

Schedule of the Day 

Registration   1:45 p.m. 
Path One   2:15 p.m. 
Break    3:30 p.m. 
Path Two   3:45 p.m. 
General Session  5:00 p.m. 
Closing Prayer  5:30 p.m. 

https://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/January+Leadership+Tour.pdf
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/LeadershipTour2019
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/LeadershipTour201975
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/LeadershipTour201954
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/LeadershipTour201971


Class Options 

Path One Classes (choose one) 

A Heart For Justice - The Bible reveals a God who has a heart for justice and a community of faith that 
exhibits respect and compassion. During our time together, we will consider the Biblical witness and   
explore ways to invite others to join God in the work of transforming communities as we embrace God’s 
standard of justice. Led by Earnestine Campbell, Ashley Randall or Denise Rooks. 

Asset Based Community Development - Many churches approach ministry from the lens of scarcity      
rather than abundance. This workshop will share tools to help you shift your mindset and begin to see 
the abundance of resources around you- within your church, your community, the connection and be-
yond. Led by Allison Lindsey. 

Church Security - In light of our culture today, there is a heightened awareness to issues of security 
within our local churches and keeping our members safe. Come learn some basics of church security  
and how you can best navigate needs for your specific ministry context. Led by Michael Snapp, Chris        
Braswell or Jimmy McDuffie. 

Finance Committee - The Finance Committee has the responsibility of managing the church’s money and 
creatively supporting missions, ministry and operations within the local church. Gain practical tools on 
giving oversight to the resources God provides. Led by Derek McAleer. 

SPRC - Helping the pastor and staff have an effective relationship to the congregation is the role of      
the SPRC. As the connection to the staff, church and DS, gain insight to avoid being the “complaint      
department.” This presentation offers practical training on how to fulfill these responsibilities. Led by 
Nita Crump. 

Path Two Classes (choose one) 

Age Level Ministries - Jesus challenged His culture to shift the way they thought about children. What if 
we started acting like what we do for children and youth is more important than anything else we do? 
Come learn how to implement long term missional strategies for all ages, gaining tools to strengthen 
your ministry. Led by Suzanne Akins, Nicole Lawson, Allison Vandenberg or Annie Paulk. 

Apportionments - One way the strength in the connection is evident is in the way our local churches 
partner in paying “a portion” to collectively contribute to mission and ministry all over the world. Come 
do a deep dive into the ministry behind the dollars and see how far-reaching your impact is for kingdom 
building! Led by Allison Lindsey. 

Church Membership Roll - The names on your church roll are people connected to your congregation 
and keeping track can be a valuable tool for ministry. Learn how to better represent your active         
congregation with a consistent system for monitoring members. Led by Nita Crump and Lee Smith.   

Lay Leaders - An effective Lay Leader functions as a role model for Christian discipleship and faith lived 
out in the church and in daily life for the people of a congregation. The Lay Leader works with the pastor 
to fulfill the mission and vision of the congregation. Come learn more about the dynamic role of this 
leadership position. Led by J. Knapp. 

Lay Member to Annual Conference - The Lay Member to Annual Conference serves as the connection 
between the local church and the annual conference.  Learn what it means to hold this important        
position, how to prepare for Annual Conference and how to communicate to keep your congregation 
connected. Led by Karen Forrester. 

Trustees - The upkeep of a church’s facility can be a large task if plans are not made to be proactive and 
intentional when planning ahead for future needs and maintenance. What do you do when your church 
faces a huge repair bill? Come learn practical, intentional ways to plan ahead. Led by Chris Calhoun or 
Steve Waldorf. 



 
 

Northeast District United Methodist Women 
2019 Calendar of Events 

 
Date   Time  Event    Location 
January 12  9:30 am Mission Study 1  Ebenezer UMC 
February 9  9:30 am Mission Study 2  Bellville UMC 
March 9  9:30 am Social Action  Sardis UMC 
March 22 – 24 3:00 pm Spiritual Growth  Epworth By The Sea 
April 20  2:00 pm Day Apart   Fair Haven UMC 
June 2 – 5  2:30 pm S. GA. Annual   Columbus, GA 
     Conference  
July 11 – 14  3:00 pm Mission U   Epworth By The Sea 
September 14 9:30 am Northeast District  Calvary UMC 
     Annual Meeting 
October 19  9:30 am Conference    Pierce Chapel UMC 
     Annual Meeting  
November 9  9:30 am Prayer Breakfast/  Rocky Ford UMC 
     Local Officer Training 
 
 

2019 Northeast District Executive Team 
 
President: Gale Rigdon    Secretary: Sandra Williams 
  2701 Indian Trail Road    730 Pleasant Hill Church Rd. 
  Sylvania, GA  30467     Ellabell, GA  31308 
  galerigdon@yahoo.com    fritz1@bulloch.net 
  Home:  912-863-7695     Home:  912-923-3960 
  Cell:  912-425-0286     Cell:  912-663-6455 
 
Treasurer: Lyn Rushing    E&I:  Stacy Neal 
  2014 Rushing Road     14 Phillips Street 
  Statesboro, GA  30461    Swainsboro, GA  30401 
  lynrushing@gmail.com    dneal_25@live.com  
  Cell:  912-541-8080     Cell:  478-494-4211 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:galerigdon@yahoo.com
mailto:lynrushing@gmail.com
mailto:dneal_25@live.com


  

Sexual Ethics Workshops 
The Sexual Ethics Workshop is sponsored by the 

South Georgia Conference Pastoral Counselor Office. 
 It is required every three years for any person serving under appointment by the bishop 

(clergy, local pastors, extension ministers, appointed lay speakers).   
Register online at www.sgaumc.org/pastoralcounselor. 
The cost of the workshop is $35 (collected at the door).   
Lunch and materials are included in the workshop cost.  

 Checks can be made payable to the South Georgia Conference.   
For more questions, email Kate Tyler at cpcassistant@sgaumc.com. 

 

Thursday, February 21, 2019 
10:00 am – 4:00 pm 
Pittman Park UMC 

Statesboro 

Tuesday, April 9, 2019 
10:00 am – 4:00 pm 

Vineville UMC, Macon 

 
Northeast District Pastors Due by Annual Conference 2019 

Donna Avera Bill Bagwell David Boggs Faye Burgamy 

Allen Cason Tammy Fincher Carroll Gay Greg Jackson 

Bill Lee Mark Miller Sonny Moon D.R. Parker 

Bryan Price Hubert Reeves Uley Robbins Stephanie Smith 

Travis Smith Chip Strickland Ricky Varnell Lawrence Wiggins 

Jay Williams    

 
 
 

2019 Annual Conference Session 
Columbus, GA June 2-5 

Venue:  The 2019 Annual Conference Session will take place at 

The Columbus Georgia Convention & Trade Center. 
 

Hotels:  Valley Hospitality in Columbus has secured over 600 rooms for our event. 
All the hotels on the list will be providing shuttle service to the Convention & 

Trade Center. Rooms must be booked by May 1 to receive the discounted price. 

Valley Hospitality has created a website: http://valleyhospitality.com/sgaumc/   
just for South Georgia Conference United Methodists to make booking your hotel 
easy and streamlined. For those who prefer to make reservations over the phone, 

they have provided the phone number for each hotel on the website. 

If you have any questions or issues booking rooms, please contact Valley 
Hospitality's Concierge Service Team at (706) 489-4037 or 

concierge@valleyhospitality.com. 

http://www.sgaumc.org/pastoralcounselor
mailto:cpcassistant@sgaumc.com
http://columbustradecenter.com/
website:%20http://valleyhospitality.com/sgaumc/%20%20%20just%20for%20South%20Georgia%20Conference%20United%20Methodists
website:%20http://valleyhospitality.com/sgaumc/%20%20%20just%20for%20South%20Georgia%20Conference%20United%20Methodists
website:%20http://valleyhospitality.com/sgaumc/%20%20%20just%20for%20South%20Georgia%20Conference%20United%20Methodists
website:%20http://valleyhospitality.com/sgaumc/%20%20%20just%20for%20South%20Georgia%20Conference%20United%20Methodists
website:%20http://valleyhospitality.com/sgaumc/%20%20%20just%20for%20South%20Georgia%20Conference%20United%20Methodists
website:%20http://valleyhospitality.com/sgaumc/%20%20%20just%20for%20South%20Georgia%20Conference%20United%20Methodists
website:%20http://valleyhospitality.com/sgaumc/%20%20%20just%20for%20South%20Georgia%20Conference%20United%20Methodists
mailto:concierge@valleyhospitality.com


From the Bishop 
 

How can we bring hope to our communities this year? 

My wife, Sherrill, uses the Notes app on her iPad to greater advantage than anyone I have ever seen. At 
last count she had accumulated more than 10,000 notes covering more topics that I can imagine. Those 
notes are a treasure house for me. The following note seems especially appropriate for us as we enter a 
new year. Even though I do not have the name of the author I am glad to be able to share this with the 
South Georgia Conference:  
 
We, Christians steward the only message on planet Earth that can give people what their hearts need 
most, which is hope. Hope that sins can be forgiven. Hope that prayers can be answered. Hope that 
doors of opportunity, that seemed locked, can be opened. Hope that broken relationships can be 
reconciled. Hope that diseased bodies can be healed. Hope that damaged trust can be restored. Hope 
that dead churches can be resurrected… Of all people, we must claim that hope and live in it and radiate 
it to others. And we must proclaim that message of hope to everyone God gives us the opportunity to 
influence. 
 
Perhaps this spoke to me because one of the questions we are asking in South Georgia is, “How will my 
local church bring hope to our community this year?” 
 
Without hope, our communities become depressed and find it difficult to muster the will and the energy 
to move toward a new future. Churches are places of hope. Christians are people of hope.  Here is a way 
we can explore how to bring hope to our communities: Discover, Dream, Design, Deliver. 
 
First, discover (list) all the ways we have brought hope to our community in the past. 
 
Second, dream of ways God might be calling us to bring hope into our community in the future.  What 
resources do we have that suggest how we might be equipped to bring hope? What needs to happen in 
our community that is not likely to happen unless a church does it? 
 
Third, design the way we will bring hope to the community. What steps have we already taken to move 
toward this goal? What else do we need to know? Who needs to be at the table with us?  Adding local 
residents, government officials, educators, public safety officials, counselors, and community agency 
representatives is key in discerning where and how God is calling us to bring hope. 
 
Fourth, deliver hope to the community. How will we know when we have reached our goal?  What will 
people be seeing, saying, and feeling when we have brought hope to our community? 
 
For the unknowns and uncertainties of any new year, one thing remains clear and certain: communities 
need hope. Churches are places of hope. Christians are people of hope. This is our great opportunity in 
2019. 
 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13 
 
R. Lawson Bryan 

  



Epworth By The Sea Schedule of Events 
Details for all events can be found at www.epworthbythesea.org or call (912)-638-8688. 

 

Winter Conference 
January 29 – February 1, 2019 

Join Bishops Sue Haupert-Johnson (North Georgia), Ken Carter (Florida), James 
Swanson (Mississippi) and Lawson Bryan (South Georgia) for Winter Conference 

2019.  Dr. Todd Bolsinger, Vice President for Vocation and Formation and 
Assistant Professor of Practical Theology at Fuller Theological Seminary and 

author of Canoeing the Mountains, Christian Leadership in Unchartered Territory, 
will be the keynote speaker. 

Further information will be announced later. 
 

 
     

Confirmation Retreat – Join the Journey 
March 1 – 3, 2019 

Designed for students in the fifth grade and above.  “Join the Journey” 
Confirmation Retreat will provide churches of all sizes an   
For more information, please contact Event Coordinator 

Suzanne Akins at suzane@sgaumc.com  or (888) 266-7642 ext. 107. 
 
 
 
 

2018 Conference Journal Ready for Orders and Download 
 
 

The 2018 Journal of the South Georgia Annual Conference is now available to order and 
 download. Those wishing to purchase a Conference Journal will order their copy(ies) 

online directly from the printer:  www.lulu.com.  Each copy is $20 plus tax and shipping. 

Digital download / free PDF 

The Journal Committee is offering a digital copy of the Journal of the South Georgia Annual  
Conference as a free PDF download. Adobe Acrobat Reader is required to download                  

the file(s). If you don’t already have it installed, visit http://www.adobe.com and follow the      
instructions. 
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Marriage Enrichment Retreats at Lake Junaluska 
  
We are created for a lifetime of love and intimacy, but relationships can be hard, even for the 
happiest couples. Distance, frustration and disconnection can enter through any number of 
life's events. 
  
Come to a Christian-based marriage retreat at Lake Junaluska to better understand your part-
ner and learn to cultivate a warmer, more joyful and loving relationship. 
  
WHAT YOU WILL LEARN AND APPLY: 
  

-          How to strengthen essential psychological and spiritual foundations for healthy,  
 happy relationships.                                                
-          How to stop rigid negative patterns in communication that lead to frustration and  
 disconnecton. 
-          How to be more accessible, responsive and engaged in your relationship. 
-          How to better understand your partner and help them to understand you. 
-          How to share your deepest needs for support, love and affection and respond to  

those same needs in your partner. 
  
Pastoral participants earn 1.5 CEUs for participation in this program. This retreat is perfect for 
pastors who regularly do marriage counseling, or anyone who wants to strengthen the bond in 
their marriage. 
  
Cost:  

-          Marriage Enrichment Program for two people: $350  
-          Two nights lodging for two people and five meals (Monday breakfast through  

Tuesday lunch) for two people (required): $319 
  
Dates: 
-           March 10-12, 2019 
-           August 18-20, 2019 
-           September 29 - October 1, 2019 
  
Learn more at www.lakejunaluska.com/marriage or call 800-222-4930. 
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NOVEMBER 2018 DISCIPLESHIP NUMBERS 

Church Average 
Worship 

Average 
Small 
Group 

Attendance 

Number 
of Small 
Groups 

Members 
Added 

Members 
Removed 

Adrian 57 0 0 0 0 
Ailey      

Alamo 32 19 3 0 0 
Alston      

Asbury      
Bartow 11 0 0 0 0 

Bellville      

Bethany      
Bethel 31 21 1 0 2 

Bethel Brick      
Bethesda      

Black Creek 6 3 2 0 0 
Blue Springs      

Brannen Chapel 21 8 6 0 0 

Brooklet      
Buck Creek      

Calvary 70 40 10 3 1 
Cedar Grove 19 3 2 0 0 

Center      

Charlestown 17 3 3 1 0 
Charlotte      

Claxton 123 52 10 3 3 
Cobbtown 16 31 3 0 0 

Coleman’s Chapel 8 8 2 0 0 
Collins 14 4 1 0 0 

Daisy 34 17 8 0 1 

Ebenezer      
Ebenezer (Nepsey) 5 18 2 0 0 

Ellis Chapel 19 19 2 0 0 
Fair Haven 27 12 2 0 0 

Friendship 18 7 1 0 0 

Garfield      
Gibson 31 6 2 0 0 

Glennville 121 70 9 0 1 



Church Average 
Worship 

Average 
Small 
Group 

Attendance 

Number 
of Small 
Groups 

Members 
Added 

Members 
Removed 

Glenwood 9 8 3 0 0 

Goloid 7 4 2 0 0 
Grace      

Green’s Cut 57 16 2 0 1 
Habersham 14 14 2 0 0 

Hagan 30 5 2 0 2 
Harden’s Chapel 24 16 7 0 0 

Harmony 70 46 5 0 1 

Harmony (B. 
Springs) 

     

Haven-Munnerlyn 31 6 5 0 0 
Hiltonia      

Hopewell 57 16 1 3 0 
Horse Creek      

Hubert      

Keas 59 0 0 0 0 
Keysville 38 10 2 0 0 

Lamb’s Chapel 7 0 0 0 0 
Landsburg 29 15 3 0 0 

Langston/LifeSpring 71 75 16 0 0 
Long Pond      

Lothair      

Louisville      
Lyon’s 1st 172 57 13 2 0 

Marvin      
McBride      

Metter 100 46 10 0 0 

Midville 23 14 4 0 0 
Millen 83 153 16 0 0 

Mitchell 18 9 2 0 0 
Mount Moriah 16 6 2 0 1 

Moxley 20 18 2 0 0 
Mt. Moriah (Marvin)      

Mt. Vernon      

Mt. Zion 25 4 3 0 0 



Church Average 
Worship 

Average 
Small 
Group 

Attendance 

Number 
of Small 
Groups 

Members 
Added 

Members 
Removed 

Nannie Williams 8 5 1 0 0 

Nepsey-Warren 10 22 2 0 0 
Nevils 61 40 11 0 0 

New Beulah      
New Hope      

Newington      
Oak Grove 34 25 22 0 0 

Oak Grove 
(Simmons) 

25 8 2 0 0 

Oak Park      

Parker’s Chapel 4 0 0 0 0 
Payne’s Chapel 23 5 2 0 0 

Pearson’s Chapel 12 0 0 0 0 
Pittman Park 267 1484 56 0 2 

Poplar Springs 89 72 6 0 0 

Portal 21 14 4 0 0 
Reidsville 147 173 18 2 1 

Rocky Ford 9 4 2 0 0 
Ruth’s Chapel      

Sardis 32 20 4 0 0 
Sharpe’s Chapel 14 0 0 0 0 

Shiloh 9 8 1 0 0 

Sike’s Chapel      
Smyrna 57 8 5 0 0 

Soperton 36 20 4 0 0 
Springhead 36 4 2 0 0 

Springhill 18 7 3 0 0 

St. Andrews      
St. John’s 22 20 5 0 0 

Statesboro 1st 429 251 1 3 3 
Stillmore 57 6 2 0 0 

Swainsboro 1st      
Sylvania 142 49 17 0 0 

Twin City      

Union (Bulloch)      
Union (Evans) 37 8 4 0 0 



Church Average 
Worship 

Average 
Small 
Group 

Attendance 

Number 
of Small 
Groups 

Members 
Added 

Members 
Removed 

Union Grove 46 15 4 0 0 

Uvalda      
Vidalia 1st      

Vidette 20 6 2 0 0 
Wadley 1st 49 49 11 0 0 

Waldens 32 16 2 0 0 
Waynesboro 1st 165 169 12 2 0 

Wrens 123 42 0 0 0 

Zoar 18 16 2 0 0 
      

Totals 3739 3478 414 19 19 
      
 

 

Discipleship forms are due the 5th of each month.  If your church is not 
listed above – you did not fill out your form. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


