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Alive Together At The Table

How is Christ Strengthening You?
With all the uncertainties and complications of this pandemic year, I am struck by the
testimony of laity and clergy concerning how Philippians 4:11-13 is being fulfilled in their lives. Writing
from prison, thanking the Philippians for the financial gift they have sent to him, the Apostle Paul says:
Not that I am referring to being in need; for I have learned to be content with whatever I have. I know
what it is to have little, and I know what it is to have plenty. In any and all circumstances I have learned
the secret of being well-fed and of going hungry, of having plenty and of being in need. I can do all things
through Christ who strengthens me. (Philippians 4:11-13)
Here is what I am hearing and seeing in the South Georgia Conference:
First, we are being strengthened through a deeper experience of Christ Himself. I have lost track of the
number of clergy and laity who have told me they have greatly expanded the time they devote to
studying the Bible during the pandemic. The more they meditate on the Word the more they experience
Christ’s presence with them. They begin praying the scriptures, not just reading them. Some have begun
journaling. Christ strengthens us as we practice these and other spiritual disciplines. It is as if we in
South Georgia are claiming for ourselves the resolve expressed by Sidney Lanier when he wrote in The
Marshes of Glynn: “As the marsh hen secretly builds in the watery sod, I will build me a nest in the
greatness of God.” Through the practice of solitude, silence, meditating on the Word, praying the
Psalms, fasting, and abstinence, we daily build our nest in the greatness of God - the best place to live!
Second, we are being strengthened through a greater awareness of the Body of Christ — the
Church. The interruption of in-person worship, Bible study, and fellowship has only served to intensify
our recognition that church matters! As the Body and Bride of Christ, the Church is the big story of our
lives. It extends farther back than nation or family. It looks forward to the new heaven and new earth of

God’s eternal kingdom. And in the present moment the Church, both globally and locally, unites us as
brothers and sisters in Christ. The connectional system is how we live out the New Testament vision of
being Alive Together in Christ. During these past eight months, I have been able to participate in online
worship services all over our conference: African American, Hispanic, white, traditional, contemporary,
blended. Technology gives us the opportunity to see with our own eyes the Body of Christ in all its many
expressions. We are not alone; we are part of a worldwide family of Jesus-followers. Through the use of
Zoom, Facebook, YouTube, and the conference website, many of us have a sense of being more
connected than ever. How beautiful is the Body of Christ!
Third, we are being strengthened through a renewed confidence in the Mission of Christ. We see with
fresh eyes that following Jesus equips us to connect with the grief and loneliness many are experiencing
due to the pandemic; the racism of which some are unaware while our brothers and sisters of color
know it all too well; and the political polarization that we say we do not want but which so often we
collude to keep in place. Hear the good news: we can be set free from these futile ways of living (1 Peter
1:18). That is what Jesus does. It is His mission. That is what the world needs. It is our reason for being.
As Christians, we must not ask others to do that for which God has uniquely equipped us. Your
community is hungry for a church that heals the sick in body and spirit; raises those dead in despair;
casts out the demons of racism, sexism, and violence; and cleanses those who feel stigmatized like
modern-day lepers. For those who have eyes to see, this is our moment. Let us stop watching the news
and start making the news - the Good News!
In the South Georgia Conference, we can do all things through Him who strengthens us. How is Christ
strengthening you today?
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The Northeast District Office will be closed
Monday, December 21 and reopen
Monday, January 4, 2021
for the holidays.
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2021 Dates for Lay Ministries (LSM and CLM)
The 2021 dates for Lay Ministries - Lay Servant Training and Certified Lay
Ministry - have been posted on the conference website. The time is right for
churches to take advantage of these leadership development opportunities.
More than ever, we need well trained leaders in our local churches. For more
information, contact Anne Bosarge, Associate Director, Office of Congregational
Development, at anne@thechapelministries.com or 912-262-1331.

2021 Clergy Spouses Retreat – Canceled
Epworth By The Sea facilities are closed to the public through March 31, 2021.
This means our Clergy Spouses Retreat for 2021 is canceled, but we are already
signed up for 2022. Please mark your calendars for March 18 – 20, 2022 for our
2022 Clergy Spouses Retreat and make plans to attend.
More details to come on the 2022 Retreat.
Laura Grantham, 2021 Spouses Retreat Chair

General Conference 2021
Revised Dates Announced for 2021 General and Jurisdictional Conferences
GC2021: August 29 - September 7, 2021, at the Minneapolis Convention Center in Minneapolis, Minn.
SEJ2021: November 10-12, 2021, at Lake Junaluska, N.C.
The Commission on the General Conference has announced new 2021 dates for General Conference
following the postponement of the event due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The quadrennial legislative
event will take place on August 29 - September 7, 2021, at the Minneapolis Convention Center in
Minneapolis, Minn.
"We're grateful that we were able to secure new dates while keeping the site of General Conference in
Minneapolis. Nearly seven years of pre-planning and preparations by the host team have gone into this
event," said Kim Simpson, chair of the Commission on the General Conference.
The Commission decided to focus on 2021 as it was not feasible to schedule any earlier with so much
uncertainty over international travel and the spread of COVID-19. Business manager Sara Hotchkiss was
authorized by the Commission in March to pursue negotiations for new dates with the venue and area
hotels after the Convention Center canceled May events due to concerns over coronavirus.
Hotchkiss said that it was surprising to find an available time block long enough to accommodate
General Conference needs with so much competition for event space and lodging with other events
shifting their dates as well.
“The hospitality industry has been devastated by COVID-19 with staffing levels significantly reduced, so
negotiating amid the pandemic was a much slower process. I am grateful for our partnerships in the
industry we have built over the years that assisted us in getting our foot in the door early enough to find
any dates in 2021,” said Hotchkiss. “Another challenge was to secure agreements for the number of
hotel rooms and room types that we needed. Again, many of our partners faced furloughs and reduced
staff hours.”
Immediately following the announcement of the new dates for General Conference, the Council of
Bishops announced that Jurisdictional Conferences in the United States will meet November 10-12,
2021. The Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference will be held at Lake Junaluska, N.C.
In the call letter to Jurisdictional Conferences secretaries and heads of delegations, COB President
Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey noted that the dates chosen by the bishops intentionally followed the
postponed 2020 General Conference. The bishops have the authority to set dates for the Jurisdictional
Conferences as per Division Two - Section II - Article IV of The Constitution of The United Methodist
Church (¶26 of The Book of Discipline 2016).
As per ¶30 of The Book of Discipline, Central Conferences outside the United States will be held within a
year following the postponed 2020 General Conference that will now be held in 2021.
“The Council of Bishops encourages the entire United Methodist Church to continue in deep, unceasing
prayer for the Holy Spirit to guide us through these unprecedented times of challenges brought by the
COVID-19 pandemic. God, who has been with us on this journey, will see us through and bring us
together in praise and worship,” the call letter stated.

The coronavirus pandemic is not the first health crisis to affect the timing of a General Conference.
According to historical documents, the start date of the 1800 General Conference was moved up
from October 20 to May 6 because of the prevalence of yellow fever during the fall – which is how the
General Conference came to be held in May.
The topic of General Conference dates was also discussed at a meeting of the Joint Commission on
Unification of the Methodist Episcopal Church and the Methodist Episcopal Church South in 1920.
Bishop Richard Cooke said, “The General Conference has full power to do many things. But it is lacking
in divine omniscience, and cannot predict the possibility of an epidemic … Now, if there should arise any
time in the providence of God such an epidemic as would render the meeting of the General Conference
impracticable, the Commission would have the right … to fix such other time as might be necessary.”

ADCA/Legislation to General Conference 2021
The Advance Daily Christian Advocate (ADCA) contains the agenda, rules, delegate listings, petitions,
reports from the general agencies/commissions and study committees, information for delegates, and
codes of conduct for the General Conference. The official written languages of the General Conference
for publication of the Advance edition include English, French, Kiswahili and Portuguese. Bound printed
volumes of the ADCA may be purchased from Cokesbury. These PDF versions are provided for your
convenience.
View and download (PDF):
• Volume 1 (Handbook for Delegates)
• Volume 2, Section 1 (Reports and Proposed Legislation)
• Volume 2, Section 2 (Reports and Proposed Legislation)
• Proposed legislation to implement the Reconciliation and Grace Through Separation
• French, Kiswahili, Portuguese
Feedback about General Conference
From Bishop Bryan: I have appreciated the feedback I received from clergy and laity over the past
year when I have asked for your input. This feedback is helpful to me, and I use it to help guide future
conversations. I want to do the same thing as we look towards General Conference.
Here is a link to communicate with me any thoughts you have at this point.
Let us keep the conversation going!

Brooklet UMC’s music ministry gets
creative to encourage community
By Kara Witherow, Editor
If you drive through downtown Brooklet, you may catch an impromptu porch concert put on by Marjorie
and John Frazier.
In mid-October, John, playing guitar, and Marjorie, both members of Brooklet United Methodist Church,
surprised neighbors and passers-by with a stirring and heartfelt rendition of “Precious Lord, Take My
Hand.”
The Frazier’s, Brooklet UMC choir members, also filmed themselves and sent the video to music director
Mandy Mitchell. Mitchell used the Frazier’s video in the church’s live and online worship services and
posted it to the church’s Facebook page.
It’s one way the church’s music ministry has reimagined itself in the midst of the coronavirus pandemic.
Like most – if not all – South Georgia congregations, Brooklet UMC ceased in-person worship services
in March. The choir wasn’t able to gather and still isn’t meeting in person, and it’s been a challenge to
rethink the music ministry, Mitchell said.
But music is important, and with a lot of prayer, creativity, and flexibility, the congregation has
embraced this new reality.
Mitchell reached out to choir members and asked them to use their phones to film themselves
playing the piano, singing, or playing instruments. Videos began to fill her inbox, and with help from
her husband and Josh Burnham, Brooklet UMC’s worship leader, she used them in the church’s two
worship services.
“It’s about sharing your gifts, and that’s what we asked them to do, to share,” Mitchell said. “And who
knows how God will use it.”
And while the congregation began meeting in-person again on June 21, many still aren’t ready or feel
comfortable to be in a crowd and choose to worship online, said pastor Rev. Chip Strickland.
Incorporating the submitted videos into the worship services connects those who are worshipping in
person and those who are worshiping virtually.
“It’s a special time that we can stay in touch with folks who aren’t there in person with us,” he said.
“It’s not quite the same, but it’s got us back together, and that’s the main thing.”
While there have certainly been challenges, Mitchell said there have been positives to the pandemic,
too. Several church and choir members who hadn’t previously volunteered have offered to serve
because they want to see ministries they care about flourish and continue.
“It’s been a tough road, but it’s been a journey worth fighting for,” she said. “I just can’t imagine a
church without music, without a way of lifting praises.”

Journal of the South Georgia Annual Conference
2020 Journal of the South Georgia Annual Conference
The 2020 Journal of the South Georgia Annual Conference is now available to order and
download. Those wishing to purchase a Conference Journal will order their copy(ies) online
directly from the printer. The cost of the Journal is $25 each plus tax and shipping. This
method has streamlined the ordering process and promotes better stewardship of Conference
resources. The Journal is also available as a free PDF download. If you have questions, please
contact the Conference Journal Editor, Meredyth Earnest, at meredyth@sgaumc.com.

CLICK HERE to order your printed copy
Each print copy of the Journal costs $25 plus tax and shipping.
Digital download / free PDF
The Journal Committee is offering a digital copy of the
Journal of the South Georgia Annual Conference as a free
PDF download. Adobe Acrobat Reader is required to
download the file(s). If you don’t already have it installed,
visit www.adobe.com and follow the instructions.

Register today for South Georgia Youth Workers Retreat
Registration is now open for the South Georgia Conference's Youth
Worker Winter Retreat January 21-22, 2021, at Little Ocmulgee State Park.
This retreat is being designed BY local church youth workers
FOR local church youth workers!
Only 30 spots are available. Click here f or registration information.
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